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OMAR teMple begINs the New yeAR wIth 
New OFFIceRs!

January 12, 2018 was a great day for Omar Shriners as they gathered together to hold their Annual Meeting and Election 
of Officers.    Pictured are Illustrious Sir Bill Fenters, PP in foreground, from left to right -  Ralph A. Calhoun II, Illustrious 
Potentate, Mark Murray, Chief Rabban, Joseph (JJ) Cruz, Assistant Rabban, Gordon (Buddy) Ellis, III, High Priest and Prophet, 
Andy Garvin, Oriental Guide, Medd Box, PP, Treasurer, Jerry Hicks, PP, Recorder.    Congratulations to the 2018 Omar Divan!
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Please remember this is YOUR

newsletter, we need YOUR articlesDeadline to submit articles for    
August issue is March 23, 2018

Lady Patrice and I would like to thank you the Nobility 
and your Ladies for the wonderful weekend at 2018 
Installation. It is a great honor and privilege to serve 
this great fraternity and the Nobles and their Ladies of 
Omar. We look forward to supporting each of you in 2018.
Patrice and I would like to thank many of you pulled 
it together and helped make it a success. We are sure 
we will miss thanking some of you. We would like to 
thank the Directors Staff and the Staffettes for all 
the hard work prior to and during the installation 

weekend. We also would like to thank the members of the 2018 Staff for all 
that they did. We could not forget to thank the Daughters of the Nile for 
that great reception. Patrice and I have received nothing but compliments 
for the great job everyone did in making the installation a huge success.
I would like to remind all the Nobility of my slogan, “Walk a M.I.L.E. for a 
Child”. Remember we have an opportunity to (M) Motivate, (I) Inspire, (L) Lead 
and (E) Educate everyone we meet in Who we are, What we do and Why we do it. 
We hope and pray that God blesses each of you for the great work each of 
you do. It is you the Nobility and the Ladies of Omar who make Omar Shrine 
and our Shrine Hospitals what they are today. We could not do it without 
your help and support. May God always bless America and God bless the Shrine. 

Fraternally Yours,
Ralph A. Calhoun II
Potentate 2018
Omar Shrine

get yOUR cANDIDAtes 
ReADy!  

spRINg ceReMONIAl 
MAy 17-20, 2018 

At MyRtle beAch.



Dear Nobles and Ladies of Omar;
 2018 promises to be a great year.   Omar Temple is fortunate to have a 
healthy and strong Board of Directors as its backbone.     Each member has 
unique and original ideas to bring to the table to make Omar stronger in the 
future.  Working together as a team they will bring Omar to new heights.
 I  thank   each  of  you for your vote of confidence in me as your 
Recorder.   Again, I remind you that I am available to you for whatever your 
need may be.    Together we can overcome obstacles.   I am in the office each 
day and my door is always open for your needs, even if you just need to chat.
 Omar Temple is very fortunate to have an Imperial Officer from our 

Temple.    Please talk with your groups and help us to bring Imperial Session to the Carolinas in 2023.  If 
you have questions regarding our resolution to support this Imperial Session, please feel free to call me.
 As a reminder, please refer to the Organizational Book when planning your next event; 
Pages 20-23 outlines all fundraising policies.    If you have questions, I will be happy to assist.
 In closing I congratulate all the officers of Omar Temple in their newly elected positions 
and I look forward to working with each to achieve their visions for the betterment of Omar Temple.
 Lady Ginny and I look forward to visiting with each of you this year.
Fraternally,
Jerry Hicks, PP
Recorder
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First and foremost I cannot thank each and every one of you for your trust and support 
in myself for the office of Oriental Guide for 2018.  My wonderful Lady Jamie and I would 
also like to thank the Nobility Ladies and Divan Ladies for the warm welcome she received 
as one of the Divan Ladies. With this opportunity I want to ensure to each and every one 
of you I look forward to working for Shrine Hospitals, Shrine Heroes, Omar Temple and all 
the Nobility of Omar Temple. The installation weekend was a fun filled weekend for every 
one that attended and Congratulations to Illustrious Sir Ralph Calhoun to his position 
as Potentate and all other Divan members on their selection. Also want to let everyone 
know I look forward to working with the Divan in the following years to ensure we have 

the most productive years to come for Omar. If any Noble has ideas, or issues please don’t hesitate to reach out to 
myself or any other Divan member for support. We are here to work for you and support each and every one of you.  
The Divan has already hit the ground running and working for the philanthropy. The weekend of January 18-21, 2018 
we attended the 93rd annual East West Shrine Bowl in Tampa. While there it was an eye opening experience for myself 
and I encourage all Nobles if possible to make plans to attend the 94th game in Tampa January 19th, 2019. It was a great 
experience for myself getting to meet Nobles from Temples and fellowship and seeing things in different areas. Omar 
had a great presence while attending the Shrine Bowl and I hope that others will take the opportunity and attend 
themselves for the experience also. Also in July if possible I would like to see as many Units and Clubs make plans to 
attend Imperial Session, and experience this due to its located in Daytona Beach in 2018 and will be going West in 
years to come and I would like to have all Clubs and Units participate in the Imperial Parade in Daytona Beach, FL. 
With the upcoming year and years to come we have the great task of working to support our Hospitals, Temple, 
Clubs and Units. Also with everyone working with the Divan to support Imperial Sir Kenny with getting the 
Imperial Session to Charleston. This will be great for Masonry and Shriners all over our area of Omar, due to 
in 142 years this is the 1st Imperial Officer from the Great State of South Carolina. This will be an Honor for 
Omar and every Noble in Omar to be part of such a great event, when we are able to put this great event on 
here in Charleston. So as your Oriental Guide I’m asking for every Nobles help with Support and from every 
Club and Unit to please let’s all get behind this great mission and push to get Imperial Session to Charleston. 
Overall I hope all Nobles have fun while raising money and attending events, while working for the Shrine. So 
everyone lets have fun in 2018 and build our great philanthropy from years past and “Make Shrine Great Again”

ReMARks FROM the ORIeNtAl gUIDe

James H. Garvin
Assembler C 
787 Mid-Body-Cell 10 873 Upper 
Join 
843-475-4697
Boeing Commercial Airplanes
North Charleston, SC

AtteNtION NObles AND lADIes
 The Medal of Honor Fez is a very prestigious and coveted award that 
is given to a deserving Noble in honor of the work he has done for the Temple, 
his unit or club and Shriners Hospitals for Children.  However, you must 
realize that the supplier takes 14-16 weeks from the time they get the order 
to produce the Medal of Honor Fez.  While we certainly understand that you 
want the Fez to wear as soon as possible and to have it presented in front 
of your friends, we must curtail the confusion of borrowing fezzes just to 
satisfy egos.  Medal of Honor Fez recipients will be notified by mail when 
the fezzes arrive and then we can make arrangements for presentations.
Thank you for being patient and understanding
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FOR MORe INFORMAtION 
pleAse cONtAct chAIRMAN 

NOble NORMAN DOUDIet 
(843) 795-4221 OR 
NDOUDIet@Att.Net

Imperial Sir, Illustrious Sirs, Nobles, & Ladies of Omar,

 I would like to take a moment of your time to personally thank you for 
allowing me to serve as your 2018 High Priest & Prophet.  Indeed, it is a privilege 

and very humbling that you have entrusted me to serve you and Omar.  Your voice 
speaks loudly and your trust and confidence are respected.  I hold this responsibility with the highest honor.
 2017 was an extremely successful year and I am very humbled to have served on the team as your 
Oriental Guide. I am a Noble, just as you, and working together proved that teamwork is the answer to 
bettering our Fraternity and Philanthropy. At times, we are faced with difficult no-win circumstances, 
but we as Nobles must continue to bond and gel as a team to ensure our Fraternity and Philanthropy 
will move forward.  Let’s look to our bright Future!   I am extremely proud to be a Shriner working 
for Omar, and look forward to participating with you, assuring 2018 will be another excellent year.  
 I would like to congratulate our Potentate, Ill. Sir Ralph Calhoun, Chief Rabban Mark Murray, 
Asst. Rabban J.J. Cruz, and newly elected Oriental Guide Andy Garvin, on their Divan advancement. These 
Nobles bring many talents to the table. Omar is very fortunate to have them as board members. I wish 
each one of them and their ladies much success, as Lady Wanda and I will fully support them in any way!
 Lady Wanda and I look forward to having fun and working hard for you, achieving greatness for Omar.
 We are always available to you. Please contact us at any time.
TEAMWORK, TEAMWORK, TEAMWORK!!!
Yours in the faith,
Gordon M. Ellis, III (Buddy)
High Priest & Prophet, Omar Shrine
704-534-7832
GMEComputers@yahoo.com

ReMARks FROM the 
hIgh pRIest AND 

pROphet
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Greetings Nobles and 
Ladies,
Congratulations to 
Illustrious Sir Ralph 
and First Lady Patrice 
as well as the other 
Divan members, Nobles, 
and their Ladies on 
their election to their 
respective offices 
during Installation 
weekend, and my Lady 
JJ and I wish them 
the very best as they 
lead Omar to great 
success.  I would like 

to recognize Ill Sir Dicky PP and Lady Tammy and 
their hardworking, dedicated staff on a superb year 
in 2017.  I regret that I was unable to attend the 
Installation weekend as I was in Tampa/St. Pete for 
meetings and the East West Game, but Lady JJ was able 
to attend some of the events of the weekend.  She had 
a wonderful time visiting with you, and she asked 
that I thank everyone for their gracious hospitality.
We just returned home from the East West Game, one 
of three signature sporting events held to benefit 
and promote Shriners Hospitals for Children.  Omar 
was well represented down there as Ill Sir Ralph 
led a large group of Divan and Nobles to help work 
at the Tailgate Lunch and in the Auction Room.  We 
appreciate the time and effort that you gentlemen 
put into the weekend, and thank Ill Sir Ralph 
and all attendees for participating in the event.
The 2018 Shriners Hospitals for Children College 
Classic will take place from March 2-4 at Minute Maid 
Park in Houston, TX.  This 6 team college baseball 
tournament is another one of the signature sporting 
events held to benefit SHC, and I wanted to make you 
aware of the dates of this premier 3 day tournament 
that all are welcome to attend.  Some further 
information is provided with the included flyer.
Imperial Session is just under 6 months away – July 
15th – 19th – in Daytona Beach.  I would like to 
personally invite everyone to attend.  I hope to see 
many Omar Nobles, units, and clubs represented in 
the parade.  There will once again be a Walk for Love 
at the Speedway, along with a concert by the Oak 
Ridge Boys on one night, and plenty of other events 
planned for both Nobles and Ladies alike to enjoy.
I thank all of you for your continued support, 
especially your generous support of our Imperial 
Session 2022-2023 account.  We still have a ways to 
go, but I know together we can reach our goals.  And 
in closing, that is my message to all Nobility and 
Ladies – work together as a team so that your units 
and clubs gain members and raises funds, our temple 
stays strong and successful, and our hospital system 
remains the greatest philanthropy in the world.
Fraternally Yours,
Kenny Craven
Imperial First Ceremonial Master

FROM the Desk 
OF IMpeRIAl sIR
 keNNy cRAveN
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Date Name   Total
3/9/2017 Santee Shrine Club  $500.00
3/9/2017 Omar Volunteers   $500.00
3/9/2017 Omar Kingfishers   $200.00
3/9/2017 Van Threadgill   $100.00
3/9/2017 Unknown   $52.00
3/28/2017 Ken Bachewicz   $100.00
4/24/2017 Bill Fenters   $100.00
4/24/2017 Dave Finn   $100.00
4/24/2017 Jim Aycock       $100.00
4/24/2017 LD Richardson   $100.00
4/24/2017 Randy Harley   $100.00
4/24/2017 Medd Box   $100.00
4/24/2017 Jerry Hicks   $100.00
4/24/2017 Mike Horne     $100.00
4/24/2017 Omar Cabri #119   $500.00
4/25/2017 Santee Shrine Club  $500.00
5/25/2017 Harley Brigade   $500.00
6/5/2017 Harley Riders   $500.00
6/9/2017 Directors Staff   $500.00
6/9/2017 Julian Seale   $100.00
6/19/2017 Bob Gray   $100.00
7/6/2017 Donald Ralph   $100.00
7/19/2017 Cliff Cantey   $100.00
7/19/2017 Joel Ronner   $100.00
7/24/2017 Ron Lancaster   $100.00
7/24/2017 Gus O'Shields   $100.00
7/24/2017 Riley McDaniel   $100.00
7/24/2017 Landy Thomas   $100.00
7/27/2017 Temple Staff   $400.00
7/31/2017 Cowboys   $500.00
7/31/2017 Chefs    $500.00
8/22/2017 Safety Patrol   $1,000.00
9/13/2017 Donald D. & Marion Robertson $100.00
10/19/2017 Mark Murray   $100.00
10/21/2017 Kool Kats   $500.00
10/23/2017 JJ Craven Acct.   $1,373.00
10/23/2017 Buddy Ellis   $100.00
11/20/2017 Ellison Moody   $100.00
12/2/2017 Daredevils   $500.00
12/8/2017 Berkeley Shrine Club  $250.00
1/8/2018  Red Fez/Jolly Jeepsters  $500.00
1/18/2018 Omar Motor Corp  $1,000.00
1/18/2018 Beachcombers Shrine Unit $3,000.00
1/26/2018 Santee Shrine Club  $500.00
1/26/2018 Julian Seale   $100.00

IMpeRIAl sessION 2023 
DONAtIONs

Dear Nobles and Ladies,

As I write my final article as your 2017 Potentate, I can’t 
help but think how fast this year has gone. It seems 
like only yesterday that I’m waiting with anticipation 
becoming your Potentate. I saw early on that it was not 
going to be nearly as difficult as I thought, because of 
the help and support of the Nobles and Ladies of Omar 
Temple. You all made my job and that of the Divan so 
much easier. You all started in January asking what you 
all could do to help and continued throughout the 
year. Lady Tammy and I are very grateful. We could not 
have asked for a better staff than we had in 2017. We have 
heard so many compliments about how things were done 
and how gracious you were. I hope that we thanked all 
of you, but if we didn’t, we can’t thank you enough for 
many timeless hours that you all put in. “A JOB WELL DONE”

Omar has had a very successful year in 2017!! WE are at 
the forefront in Shriners International. WE have raised 
unprecedented dollars for our Greenville Shrine Hospital 
for Children. WE have upgraded our transportation fleet 
for our children with four new vans. WE have worked 
very hard bringing in new candidates, our candidate 
classes was 102. WE achieved Gold status by the Imperial 
Membership Committee. WE have also been able to 
make enormous upgrades with the Temple Auditorium.

As we move on to 2018, I would ask that you give the 
same support to your incoming Potentate, Ralph Calhoun 
II and our new Divan. 2018 is shaping up to be a banner 
year for Omar and I know you all want to be a part of it.

Last, but not least, thank you for the way Lady Tammy and 
I have been received and treated everywhere we have been 
in 2017. The memories will forever be in our thoughts.

We hope you all had a great Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. We look forward to seeing you in 2018.
God Bless,
Richard “Dicky” Mitchum, Past Potentate 2017

JUNIOR pAst pOteNtAte’s 
cORNeR

help Us secURe 2023 IMpeRIAl 
sessION tO the cAROlINAs!
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February 28, 2018   Deadline for Unit/Club Financial Reports

March 3, 2018   Hillbillies Spring Fling Dance at Omar Temple

March 10, 2018   Shrine Day – Shriners Hospitals for Children Greenville

March 17, 2018   VIP Annual Sporting Clay Shoot

March 17, 2018   Jahab Annual Sporting Clay Shoot

March 21-24, 2018  Mid-Winter SASA at New Bern, NC

March 24, 2018   Hillbillies Catfish Tournament at Cross, SC

March 25-27, 2018  Recorder’s Seminar at Omar Temple

April 11, 2018   Master and Wardens at Omar Temple

April 11, 2018   Shrine Mason Night at Omar Temple

April 11-14, 2018  SDA Convention at Hadi Shriners, Evansville, IN

May 17-20, 2018   Spring Ceremonial at Myrtle Beach

June 15-16, 2018   Gala and Golf Tournament at Oma Temple and Miler Country Club

July 15-19, 2018   Imperial Session of the Shrine at Daytona Beach

September 19-22, 2018  SASA at Myrtle Beach

October 4-7, 2018  International Hillbilly Convention at Omar Temple

October 10-14, 2018  Potentate’s Trip to New Orleans, LA

October 20, 2018  Walk of Love at Omar Temple

November 10, 2018  Charlie Miller Golf Tournament at Miler Country Club, Summerville, SC

November 15-18, 2018  Festival of Trees at Omar Temple

November 30 – December 1, 2018 Homecoming Ceremonial at Omar Temple
December 9, 2018  Shrine Hero Party at Omar Temple
January 11-12, 2019  Awards Night, Election and Installation of Officers, Potentate’s Ball
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Omar Hillbilly Clan 82 along with 
Outhouses 1,2,3,4,5 

sponsor the
Annual Spring Fling Dance

March 3, 2018 at Omar Temple
Contact Johnny Myers (843) 442-8989 

for tickets
Fraternal Fundraiser – 

not tax deductible

Don’t See Your News or Event?
Perhaps YOU Forgot to Send It.

It’s time for Annual Shriners Days at 
SHC Greenville! Join us Friday, March 9 and 

Saturday, March 10 to hear from one of our ex-
pert physicians about our growing Injury Care 
program, as well as meet some of the patients 

whose lives have been changed by the care 
received at Greenville Shriners Hospital.

Any member of omar wishing to attend, please 
contact the omar office at

(843) 971-0131 or 
omaroffice@aol.com
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George B Jones
Johnnie W King

Aldon F Mitchell
George William Lee Jr

Larry Wyndham Jr
Raphael Wolpert

Jimmy Earl Edwards Sr.
William M Delorme

Robert Hunt
Wofford I Todd

John W Withrock Sr
Robert F Cox

John E Bouknight
Richard E Jones

William M McCollum Jr
James R Miller
Donald R Parks

Charles W Polk Sr.
Charles V Shuler

John S Watson
Charles T Wright
Bobby H Benton

Ralph E Cottingham
John W Ray

Otis Crawford
William H Herndon Sr

Richard C Hadley
Clark Sidders Inman

MAy the blessINg OF heAveN be wIth OUR 
DepARteD bROtheRs  whO hAve JOINeD the 

gReAt ARchItect OF the UNIveRse.

BLACK CAMEL
Dates November 2017 – February 14, 2018

Medal of Honor Points
It has come to our attention that many members of the 
units and clubs are requesting point status from the Omar 
Office on a regular basis.    Our office personnel have many 
different tasks on their desks and many of them are time 
sensitive; therefore, we ask you to email your request to 
omaroffice@aol.com and allow a minimum of 5 business 
days for your request to be answered.    If you do not 
have a response in 5 days, please feel free to contact the 
Temple Recorder.    With the roll-out of Web Fez several 
years ago you can access this information on line.    Please 
check out the following link to access your points.

http://webfez.shrinenet.org
1.  Click on the link “Register”
2. Select Omar Temple from the list
3. Enter your member number and first and last name
4. Click “Register”
5. Enter information requested
6. Click “Create your account”
7.         you may now view your shrine information
8.  Next time you access you will only need to log-in

Nobles and Ladies:
 As we begin 2018 I would like 
to congratulate the newly 
elected officers.    I look forward 
to working with each of you 
for the success of Omar Temple 
and our great philanthropy.
I am grateful to each of 
you who chose to put your 

Faith in me as your Treasurer.    I will do my best to 
live up to the obligation of my office as Treasurer.
 Being Treasurer, it is my duty to make sure that all 
financial policies of the Imperial By-laws and Omar Temple 
are adhered to.    With that being said, please be reminded 
that all financial reports for all units and clubs must 
be in the Omar Office by February 28, 2018.    If you 
are having difficulty with your reports, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at the Omar Office (843) 971-0131.
 Again, I am grateful for your trust.  Lady 
Peggy and I look forward to seeing you soon.
Yours in The Faith,
R. Medd Box, PP
Treasurer

$$$ AND ceNts FROM 
the tReAsUReR
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Chairman Carl Griggs (843) 861-3015 carlacd1966@gmail.com

2018 CANDY PROGRAM
CHAIRMEN

RIC PIERSOL (CHARLESTON)     ALAN CASS (FLORENCE)
105 JOLLY LANE       3313 S. CASHUA DR.
MONCKS CORNER, SC  29461     FLORENCE, SC 29501
(843) 819-7502       (843) 621-1360
ricpiersol@gmail.com        acmobilerepair@yahoo.com 

POINT INCENTIVE
10 points per dollar until February 3rd, 2018

5 points per dollar until program ends

Please contact Noble Ric or Noble Alan if you wish to have candy delivered.
Candy can be picked up at the Omar Shrine Business Office during normal operating hours.

Net proceeds from the candy program are for the benefit of Omar Shrine and are not tax deductible



As Shriners we enjoy a bond of brotherhood and we look to each other, despite our vast 
age differences, for encouragement, support and assistance in times of difficulty, fun and fellowship.

Shriners build lifelong friendships with men of good character and upstanding values.  Our 
satisfaction comes from serving others especially, our Shrine Children.   The fun we have 
is endless in the range of various activities and events that many of us actively participate.

Here at Omar Temple, we have a program titled “Adopt a Brother”.  We have so many Brothers who have not paid 
their dues for one reason or another.  As a Brother, Unit or Club, it would be great if you would donate one or two 
years of dues to give your Brother a helping hand.  All donations will remain anonymous and will only be used 
to help your Brother in need.   A special account has been created for these funds to give active accountability.

Remember, we are all Brothers and every once in a while we need a little help, 
but are just too proud to ask for it, so let’s give a hand to our Brothers in need.

Contact Illustrious Sir Jerry Hicks, PP, Recorder to make your donation; (843) 971-0131 then press #5.

ADOpt A bROtheR

Omar Shriners
176 Patriots Point 

Mt. Pleasant, SC  29464
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