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OMAR SHRINERS ELECT TREASURER
On June 10th, 2019 the Nobles of Omar Shrine elected Noble 
Ricky Lewis as Treasurer of Omar Shriners. 
   
It was a sad day when the Black Camel visited Illustrious R. Medd 
Box, Jr, Past Potentate, who was elected as Omar Treasurer at the 
Stated Election in January.

Illustrious Sir Mark Murray, Potentate, appointed Illustrious Sir 
Jerry Hicks, Past Potentate as interim Treasurer until a special 
election could be held.  We thank Illustrious Sir Jerry, PP for his 
service to Omar Shriners.

We welcome Noble Ricky and Lady Tammy to the 2019 Omar 
Divan.
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Omar Team 2019
Illustrious Potentate

Mark W. Murray
Chief Rabban

Joseph (JJ) Cruz
Assistant Rabban

Gordon (Buddy) Ellis III
High Priest & Prophet
James (Andy) Garvin

Oriental Guide 
Michael Donald

Treasurer 
Ricky Lewis

Recorder
Ralph A. Calhoun II, PP

Chief Aide
Davis Cooke
Chief of Staff

Tom Spell
Chaplain

Jack Knight

Imperial Officer
Imperial Oriental Guide

Imperial Sir
Kenneth G. (Kenny) Craven

Representatives to
Imperial Council
Mark W. Murray
Joseph (JJ) Cruz

Gordon (Buddy) Ellis III
James (Andy) Garvin

Representatives to SASA
Mark W. Murray
Joseph (JJ) Cruz

Gordon (Buddy) Ellis III
Ralph A. Calhoun II, PP

J.W. Baker (Emeritus)
Landy Thomas (Emeritus)

James Allen LeGette
Edwin “Rusty” Watson

SASA 3rd Vice President
Ralph A. Calhoun II

Omar Membership Chairmen
Keith Stika and Marion Mizzell

Potentate’s Corner
Dear Nobles and Ladies:
 It is with great humility that I think of the past few 
months.   It has been a wonderful six months for Lady 
Jimmie Kaye and me.    I am so proud to be a member 

of Omar Shriners and that you placed your trust in me to serve as your 
Potentate.

 In May we were fortunate to initiate thirty-five new Nobles into 
our great Fraternity.   It was indeed a wonderful weekend as we made new 
friends, renewed old friendships and welcomed these new members.      The 
ceremonial parade was a great success and I am so humbled by the support 
of the units and clubs of Omar Shrine.     I have often heard that through the 
doors of Omar Shrine walk the greatest Nobles and Ladies in Shrinedom 
and I now know that statement is true.     From the opening ceremony on 
Friday to the church service on Sunday, it was, indeed a great weekend.   If 
you missed this ceremonial weekend, you really missed a good time.

 To the new Nobles and Ladies, I say WELCOME.    I encourage each 
of you to get involved in a unit or club and enjoy your new endeavor.     If 
Lady Jimmie Kaye or I can help you in any way, please do not hesitate to 
contact us.

 Your Divan is preparing to travel to Imperial Session in Nashville, 
TN this week where we will watch one of our own move up on the Imperial 
Line.    Imperial Sir Kenny Craven and Imperial Lady JJ, we are so proud 
of you and want you to know that Omar Shrine stands ready to assist and 
support you in any way possible.    

 If you have not had a chance to look at our new website, please take 
a moment and look. The enhanced look is great for Omar Shrine and all 
information is easy to access.   You can access our site at www.omarshriners.
org.

 As I close, I again thank each of you for affording me the opportunity 
to serve Omar Shriners as Potentate.   Lady Jimmie Kaye and I look forward 
to seeing as many of you as possible in the coming months.
Yours in The Faith,
Mark Murray
Potentate
Omar Shriners
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Articles for the Infomar should be
submitted to

infomareditor@gmail.com
Questions should be directed to 

infomareditor@gmail.com or 
(843) 971-0131 and leave a message for 

Mary Newton
Please remember this is YOUR

newsletter, we need YOUR articles

Deadline to submit articles for    
December issue is 

July 23, 2019
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Join Illustrious Sir Mark, 
First Lady Jimmie Kaye and 
the Omar Shriners on the 

Potentate’s Cruise.  
October 14-19, 2019 -   

Departs from the Port of 
Charleston
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Let’s Bring the Imperial Shrine Session 

to the Carolina’s
A resolution was presented and adopted by the Nobility of 
Omar Shrine on 14 January 2017. This resolution was made 
to help Imperial Sir Kenny Craven to help bring the Imperial 
Shrine Session in 2022 and 2023 at Shriners International An-
nual meeting to the Carolina’s.

 It states in part “This Temple, its clubs, units and No-
bility are authorized to conduct appropriate fund raising and 
to create a restricted fund adequately address the financial 
burden required to discharge our responsibilities and those 
of our Imperial Officer as he assumes the highest office in 
Shrinedom”.

 “The official Divan of this Temple, in consultation 
with Imperial Sir Kenny Craven, shall create a committee to 
coordinate and supervise the fundraising; this restricted fund 
would remain on deposit in interest bearing accounts until 
the need for the money arises”.

 “Money from this restricted fund would be withdrawn 
solely for the purposes herein recited and then only prior con-
sultation with Imperial Sir Kenny Craven”.

 We bring this to your attention that we have a short 
fall in our goal in supporting Imperial Sir Kenny Craven. 
Many of the units and clubs have already given but we are ask-
ing you to reach down again by looking into your heart, and 
supporting this great opportunity for Omar and Imperial Sir 
Kenny Craven. This would be a once in a life time experience 
by bringing it to the Carolina’s. This money is used as seed 
money for Imperial Sir Kenny Craven to procure and lock-in 
hotel rooms and rates during his year as Imperial Potentate. 

 If your unit or club decides to send in a check please 
make the check out to Imperial Sir Kenny Craven Fund. This 
will eliminate it from being deposited into Omar’s account 
and having to rewrite a check to his fund. 

Committee Chairman for Imperial Sir Kenny Craven Fund
Julian Seale
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BLACK CAMEL
in 2019

May The Blessing of Heaven Be With Our 
Departed Brothers  Who Have Joined The 

Great Architect of the Universe.

Edward A. Harper
Robert M. Kelly
Gerald B. Flowers
Charles Lee Lominac
John C. Gregory
Grover C. Tompkins, Jr.
Joseph A. Beneventano
H.T. Lightsey
Daniel E. Hartzog

Donald R. Bennett
Norman H. Allen, Sr.
Edwin L. Bellamy
James D. Cooper
W.A. Derrick
Nathan W. Garfinkle
Eric Andrew Meace
Donald L. Ralph
Walter E. Fishel
Edward H. Chinnis

Ivey K. Martin
James A. Cummings
Robert D. Oliver
R. Medd Box, Jr. PP
Ronald Lee Coward
Barry L. Anderson
Lowman Claffy Collins
Carl W. Gardner, Jr.
Harry A. Parkhurst
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June 29    Beachcombers Golf Outing 
June 29    Dorchester Shrine Club Fireworks Show
June 29    Edisto Shrine Club Luau
June 30    Edisto Shrine Club Family Day
June 30 - July 4   Imperial Session
July 6    Lumber Homecoming Parade
July 13    Safety Patrol Golf Tournament
July 27    Hillbilly Outhouse 1 Fox Hunt
August 3    Jazz Morticians Catfish Tournament
August 3    Cowboys Gospel Show
August 17    Berkeley Shrine Club Pea Supper
August 24    El Bab Biker Bash
August 25    Director’s Staff Golf Tournament
September 19-21  SASA Fall Festival of Shriners
September 21   Harley Riders Beach Party
September 29   VIP Golf Tournament
October 11-12   Myrtle Beach Shrine Club Smoke on the Beach
October 14-19   Potentate’s Cruise
October 19    Darlington Red Fez Dinner / Dance
October 26    Harley Brigade Reverse Raffle
October 26    Jokers 3rd Annual Sport Clay Tournament
October 29    El Bab Fish Fry
November 1 - 2   Dorchester Shrine Club Brews and Que
November 3   Charlie Miller Golf Tournament
December 5-7   Homecoming
December 15   Shrine Hero Party
January 11, 2020    Annual Election and Meeting

For information on any event 
listed, please contact the Omar 
Office  or visit our website at 
www.omarshriners.org
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MEMORIALS

                DONOR                MEM/HONOR

BILL & PAT FENTERS       JACKIE MOORE
BERKELEY SHRINE CLUB & LADIES      PAT & RUSSELL STITT SON
ROBERT AYCOCK III PP       HELEN KING MCLEOD
HAL EATON        BULAH M. "BILLIE" COOKE
TOM MALLICOTE        DON LOZEN
TONY & SANDRA W JOHNSON      "JACKIE" BRADY
WILLIAM GODBOLD       DUVAL CRAVENS RAVANEL
BILL & PAT FENTERS       SHIRLEY CAUSEY
WANDA MCDOUGALD       BONNIE G TAYLOR
BERKELEY SHRINE CLUB & LADIES      PAT STITT
OMAR PEDALERS        DONALD (KENNY THOMAS (BROTHER)
ANDY & SHERRY STROMAN       LENNY EARWOOD 
ANDY & SHERRY STROMAN       REV. WILLIAM JOHNSON JR
WILLIAM "LUKE" PERDUE SR & THERESA     W C (WILLIAM CLEVELAND) MORRIS
ILL SIR BOB GRAY & LADY KAREN      LADY JACKIE BRADY
JAMES & LADY FRANCES JUDY      CYNTHIA POPPELL
BERKELEY SHRINE CLUB & LADIES      PAT STITT
OMAR CHEFS        LADY JACKIE BRADY
BERKELEY SHRINE CLUB & LADIES      BLISS ADAMS
JOE WIMBERLY & FAMILY       LOWMAN CLAFFY "L.C." COLLINS
BERKELEY SHRINE CLUB & LADIES      EFFIE PUCKETT
EL BAB SHRINE CLUB       L. C. COLLINS
EL BAB SHRINE CLUB       MARION MCKENZIE
EDGAR A HARTZOG       L. C. COLLINS
EDGAR A HARTZOG       MARION MCKENZIE
BERKELEY SHRINE CLUB & LADIES      KATHY STROCK
HAROLD GODBOLD       JAMES CASPER STONE JR
FRANKIE HERNDON       PAT STITT
ROBERT & SARAH TAYLOR       JAMES BLAKE
JULIAN SEALE        MS MARTHA BALDWIN
ILL SIR BOB GRAY P.P. & LADY KAREN       NOBLE BARRY ANDERSON
ARTHUR FELDER        MRS. SHIRLEY S CAUSEY
ARTHUR FELDER        EDGAR L DALLERY
ARTHUR FELDER        GEORGE  E CALLAWAY
ARTHUR FELDER        PEARL A ARDIS
ARTHUR FELDER        JOHN "JACK" CONNOR
VAN THREADGILL        MR ALLEN
ILL SIR BOB GRAY P.P. & LADY KAREN      LADY ANN RICHARDSON
JOE & SANDRA EUDY       ARNOLD HEITING
CLAN 82         DON BENNETT
CLAN 82         BARBARA A BUSS

BERKELEY SHRINE CLUB & LADIES      FRANKIE HERNDON
KENNETH & LADY SANDRA SHILLING      BARRY ANDERSON

LELAND & CORA RANKIN       ANNA LEE SQUIRES
JAHAB SC         BOBBY GENE SULLIVAN
BOB GRAY        COREY HARDEE
BOB GRAY        ANGELA PERRY
JIM & FRANCES JUDY       CALLY GAULT
JIM & FRANCES JUDY       DANIEL MURPHY
ROBERT & LADY SARA ANN AYCOCK III P P      JESSIE HORNE
ROSBOROUGH H. PEARSON       ANNA LEE SQUIRES
RILEY & HAZEL MCDANIEL       ILL SIR MEDD BOX JR P.P. 
ILL SIR BOB GRAY P.P. & LADY KAREN      MRS JESSE HORNE
BERKELEY SHRINE CLUB & LADIES      RICHARD CLARK NEEL IV
LARRY & ROBBIE FULMER       RONALD LEE CAMP
John & Lady Karen Gray       Casper Suen
JAMES & LADY FRANCES JUDY      Lessie Ellis

JAMES & LADY FRANCES JUDY      Don McAlhaney
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Calling All Shriners……
SASA Fall Festival of Shriners is coming to Myrtle Beach this Fall.    Mark your calendars, 
make your plans and join us for some Fun in the Sun – Shriner Style – 
September 18 – 21, 2019.

The headquarters hotel for SASA will be the Doubletree Suites (formerly Springmaid) and 
SASA will host a marketplace of vendors for your shopping pleasure.     

To enhance your parade experience this year we have made a couple of changes…Parade line up will be at 8AM 
instead of 9AM with step-off at 9AM and once you have paraded, join us for an afternoon beach bash at the 
Doubletree.   Food and beverage will be available along with the Tim Clark Band.   Don’t miss this fun event.   It 
is free to all registered Shriners and their family.

Registration forms and the tentative itinerary will be available online shortly after Imperial Session in Nashville.   
Our website is www.southatlanticsa.org 

Fraternally 
Rusty Watson 
Director General
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Recorder’s Ramblings
Nobles and Ladies,

What a great weekend at the 2019 Spring Ceremonial in Myrtle Beach. We were blessed with 
good weather and 38 new Shriners and many of them are YOUNG and healthy. The Nobles 

really showed up and put on a great parade as always. Many of the Units and Clubs received trophies for their 
participation Saturday night at the banquet.

 The Illustrious Sir Mark Murray also passed out awards for some of our hard working Shriners. Those 
receiving awards for their Blue Blazer: Floyd Johnson Jr., Wayne Turbeville, Robert Bailey Sr., and Robert Jackson. 
Those receiving their Medal of Honor Fezzes were; Dustin James, Scott Stehphens, Robert Wimberly, William C 
Rogers, and William Reynolds. Let’s all thank them for their hard work in achieving their goal.

 Membership is still the key to a successful future of Omar and Shriners Hospitals for Children and so far 
this year we have 38 new Nobles, 3 for Affiliation, 4 Restored, and 1 Demit. However we still have nearly over 
400 who have not paid their 2019 dues, so we need some help in that area. Omar’s vision statement says in part 
“Omar will create and maintain a fraternal environment that is responsive to the members needs and conducive 
to creation and retention of nobles dedicated to our mission”. We will try our best as your Divan to make sure 
that there is a friendly, fraternal atmosphere at EVERY event that makes our temple attractive enough for NEW 
men to join and to encourage those of us who are members to STAY members. We will do our best, will you 
HELP us?

 That evening at the Banquet Illustrious Sir Mark Murray was one proud Potentate when the presentations 
of checks from the Nobility were offered for our hospitals and temples. We would like to give a tip of the FEZ to 
all the Units and Clubs who made contributions. What at a great job!

 Until next time, I am Fraternally Yours,

Ralph A Calhoun II, P.P.
Recorder

Omar Shrine has an enhanced website.     

 Visit the website at www.omarshriners.org

With this exciting enhancement email addresses for the Omar Office 
have changed.    Please update your records with the following changes:
Suzie Torlay      info@omarshriners.org
Sharon Torlay      accounting@omarshriners.org
Recorder,  Ill. Sir Ralph Calhoun II, PP  recorder@omarshriners.org
Auditorium Rentals     rentals@omarshriners.org



As Shriners we enjoy a bond of brotherhood and we look to each other, despite our vast 
age differences, for encouragement, support and assistance in times of difficulty, fun and fellowship.

Shriners build lifelong friendships with men of good character and upstanding values.  Our 
satisfaction comes from serving others especially, our Shrine Children.   The fun we have 
is endless in the range of various activities and events that many of us actively participate.

Here at Omar Temple, we have a program titled “Adopt a Brother”.  We have so many Brothers who have not paid 
their dues for one reason or another.  As a Brother, Unit or Club, it would be great if you would donate one or two 
years of dues to give your Brother a helping hand.  All donations will remain anonymous and will only be used 
to help your Brother in need.   A special account has been created for these funds to give active accountability.

Remember, we are all Brothers and every once in a while we need a little help, 
but are just too proud to ask for it, so let’s give a hand to our Brothers in need.

Contact Illustrious Sir Ralph A. Calhoun II, PP, Recorder for additonal information or help.  (843) 971-0131 X 5

ADOPT A BROTHER

Omar Shriners
176 Patriots Point 

Mt. Pleasant, SC  29464
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