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    IMpeRIAl sIR 
keNNeth g. (keNNy) cRAveN

elected tO 
IMpeRIAl ORIeNtAl guIde 

At the
144th ANNuAl IMpeRIAl sessION 

OF shRINeRs INteRNAtIONAl

During the recent Imperial Session of    
Shriners International, Omar Shriners 
was recognized with a Gold Membership 
Award for the 2017 year.    Congratulations 
to Illustrious Sir Dicky Mitchum, Junior 
Past Potentate, on a successful year as 
Potentate in 2017 and thanks to the many 
Shriners in omar who worked hard to 
reach this status.

Illustrious Sir Dicky was quoted as follows: 
“The award goes to the Nobility of OMAR, 
because the Nobility made it happen!!! “

cONgRAtulAtIONs!  
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Omar Team 2018
Illustrious Potentate
Ralph A. Calhoun II

Chief Rabban
Mark Murray

Assistant Rabban
Joseph (JJ) Cruz

High Priest & Prophet
Gordon (Buddy) Ellis III

Oriental Guide 
Andy Garvin

Treasurer 
R. Medd Box, PP

Recorder
Jerry Hicks, PP

Chief Aide
Robert Connolly

Chief of Staff
Tom Spell
Chaplain

Jack Knight

Imperial Officer
Imperial Oriental Guide

Imperial Sir
Kenneth G. (Kenny) Craven

Representatives to
Imperial Council

Ralph A. Calhoun II- Potentate
Mark Murray - Chief Rabban

Joseph (JJ) Cruz -Assistant Rabban
Gordon (Buddy) Ellis III - HP&P

Representatives to SASA
Ralph A. Calhoun II-  Potentate
Mark Murray -  Chief Rabban

Joseph (JJ) Cruz -  Assistant Rabban
Jerry Hicks, PP,  -Recorder

J.W. Baker (Emeritus)
Landy Thomas (Emeritus)

James Allen LeGette
Rusty Watson

SASA 4th Vice President
Ralph A. Calhoun II

Potentate’s Corner

Omar Membership Chairman
Keith Stika

 Nobles for those of you who missed the 144th Imperial 
Shrine Session you missed a great opportunity to be in the 
Imperial Shrine Parade. We would like to thank the following 
Units who participated in the Imperial Shrine Parade – 
Beachcombers, Harley Brigade, Prowlers, Vettes, Pirates, 
Hillbillies and the Directors Staff. Omar was well represented 
in the Parade and greeted by our Imperial Officer – Imperial 
Sir Kenny Craven and Lady J. J.
 

 However, we like for everyone to keep Noble Luis and his lady Dee and Noble 
Greg who, where coming to the Imperial Shrine Parade but had an accident on the way 
to Daytona Beach, FL. The Van and the Beachcomber float where destroyed which can 
be replaced. We ask that you keep them in your prayers and a speedy recovery. We are 
also asking if any unit or club who would like to make a contribution to help them in 
replacing the float and repairs or replacement on their Van please send it to the Omar 
Beachcombers. We would like to thank Rusty Watson for providing a replacement float 
which was a pontoon boat that was utilized as our parade float. 
 
 This Potentate had the distinct Honor of giving the nomination speech to elect 
our Imperial Officer – Imperial Sir Kenny Craven to the next position in the Imperial 
line (Imperial Oriental Guide). He will be the Imperial Potentate in the year 2022 – 
2023.

 Here is some legislation that was passed at the Imperial Shrine Session that you 
the Nobility need to know. This legislation reads as follows: “The Board of Governors of 
the Twin Cities Hospital and the Boards of Directors and Trustees of Shrine Hospitals 
for Children would be authorized to reach a decision on relocating the Twin Cities 
Shriners Hospital”. This legislation also passed for the Cincinnati Shrine Hospital, and 
the Tampa Shrine Hospital.

 The other piece of legislation that Failed reads as follows: “The Boston Shriners 
Hospital is requesting that a moratorium be placed on any changes in location or in 
services currently provided at Boston Shriners Hospital while negotiations occur with 
Massachusetts General Hospital”. Both pieces of these legislations are important to you 
the Nobility and you should know the future of our Shrine Hospitals and direction that 
they will be taking. 

 This year for the first time in the history of the Shrine your representatives 
voted using electronic devices and not the old way of paper balloting. We had both type 
paper ballot and electronic ballot but primarily used the electronic devices, which took 
less time for the results. Your Imperial Shrine has now moved into the 21st century. 
This will be an added plus making the voting (balloting) to help speed up the process 
for the tallying of the vote (ballot).

 Should any of the Nobility need to ask additional questions please feel free to 
contact your Divan members. Remember, we are your Representatives and should be 
able to address all the issues that were discussed at the Imperial Shrine Session.
Yours in The faith,
Ralph A. Calhoun II
Illustrious Potentate
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Articles for the Infomar should be
submitted to

infomareditor@gmail.com.
Questions should be directed

to 
infomareditor@gmail.com or to
Illustrious Sir Jerry Hicks, PP,

Recorder.
Please remember this is YOUR

newsletter, we need YOUR articlesDeadline to submit articles for    
October issue is September 27, 2018

MAy the BlessINg OF heAveN Be WIth OuR 
depARted BROtheRs  WhO hAve JOINed the gReAt 

ARchItect OF the uNIveRse.

BlAck cAMel

Glennan C Reeves
Thurman T Proctor Jr

Harrison B Waddell
Eugene A Reeves
Steeg V Kindberg
Perry F Andrews

Arthur R Edwards Jr.
Morris W Fairley

Robert C Jones
Bobby Glenn McCarn

Lonnie F Reeder Jr
John P Thomas

Arthur C Tracey
Thomas W Sommer

James Y White
Hoyt L Graham P.P.

Daniel P Gray

Charles E Newsome Jr
Mallard L Braddock

Jimmie B Hood Sr
James H Simmons

Walter E Wheeless
Jerry A Davis

Harry A Courtney
Thomas C Sanders
Morey J Parrish Jr.

Paul S James
Donald D Robertson

Richard A Black
Mrs. Roy F Dehaven

Gordon N Sherwood
Saleem G Cottros
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2018 CANDY 
PROGRAM

Special thanks to the Noble 
and Ladies of Omar who 

contributed their time and 
effort to the 2018 Candy 

Program.   All candy money 
must be turned into the 

temple office no later than 
september 1, 2018

Recorder’s Ramblings
Dear Nobles and Ladies,
It is hard to believe it is almost the end of summer and the 144th Imperial Session 
of Shriners International is now in the history books of Omar Shrine.     Omar is so 
fortunate to have an Imperial Officer in our membership.    I was so proud of the 
units that traveled to Daytona Beach to be a part of the 144th Imperial Parade.   
You truly made Omar proud as you passed the reviewing stand and greeted our own 
Imperial Sir Kenny and Lady JJ.   
As we enter the second half of 2018 I encourage each of you to become involved.   
The Nobles and Ladies of Omar are great and there is nothing we cannot accomplish 
thru brotherhood and teamwork. 

I remind each of you that my job as Recorder is to be here to help the Nobles of Omar.    I am very humbled 
you have chosen me for this position.  My door is open to any of you who wish to stop by or call me on the 
phone.   I am here to help in any way I can.
Lady Ginny and I hope to see you at SASA in September.
Fraternally yours,
Jerry Hicks, PP
Recorder

144th IMpeRIAl sessION 
RepReseNtAtIves’ lAdIes luNcheON

The ladies of Omar were fortunate to be able to attend 
the 144th Imperial Session Ladies’ Luncheon.     Pictured 
above are Imperial Lady JJ Craven and the 2018 Divan Ladies 
of Omar.   
 Entertainment was by Kechi Okwuchi and was 
simply amazing.   All the ladies enjoyed the fun and 
fellowship of the day.
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MeMORIAls

IN hONOR OF
Brother of melanie miller by berkeley Shrine Club ladies

IN MeMORy OF
LD richardson by imperial sir kenny craven

william disher by lannes prothro
tom sanders by john pardo

shelba pender by john pardo
james “jimbo” Mclellan, jr. by t.b. herring

glenda busha wallace by t.b. herring
peggy wright david by t.b. herring

bernice alford summerlin by t.b. herring
lester hiers sister by berkeley shrine club ladies

irene brunson by julian seale
andrew “andy” crawford by safety patrol

mother of percy livingston by berkeley shrine club ladies
jimmie smith by roger and rowlanda ford

l.d. richardson, pp by robery aycock, pp 
l.d. richardson, pp by bob gray, pp and lady karen

l.d. richardson, pp by omar pedalers
l.d. richardson, pp by ellison moody and lady judy

hoyt graham, pp by omar Temple staff
kenneth randal Hammond II by omar safety patrol

robert rainey by omar safety patrol
hoyt grapham, pp by john streater

dr. larry marion stephens by t.b. herring and Patricia Page
Hoyt graham, pp by robert aycock, pp

justin eugene shorter by bill fenters, pp and Lady Pat
Marion Dawson, pp , sasa Past President by bob gray, pp and lady karen

fitzhugh sweatman by james and frances judy
henry mizell by james and frances judy

christopher robert mathis by bill fenters, pp and lady pat
james black by bob gray, pp and Lady karen

melanie miller’s brother by berkeley shrine club ladies
edward dial by carl maness

roy atwell by berkeley shrine club ladies
glennan “mickey” reeves by james and frances judy

bobby austin wilder by t.b. herring and patricia page
doris nicholson gaddy by t.b. herring and patricia page

billy joe smith by t.b. herring and patricia page
victoria peter-thompkins by t.b. herring and patricia page

brigadier general caroll allen by t.b. herring and patricia page



Volume 2018  Number 4                                        Page 6   

144th IMpeRIAl sessION  
phOtO cRedIts:   

BONNIe BeRchIllI,  Medd BOx, pp,  
MARy NeWtON, Rusty WAtsON
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144th IMpeRIAl sessION  
phOtO cRedIts:  

 BONNIe BeRchIllI,  Medd 
BOx, pp,  MARy NeWtON, 

Rusty WAtsON
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august 26, 2018 Director’s Staff Golf Tournament at Miler Country Club (843) 991-3702
September 8, 2018 Pedalers Dance and Drawing (843) 365-7775
September 19-22, 2018 SASA at Myrtle Beach
September 28-29, 2018 Myrtle Beach Shrine Club Smoke on the Beach (856) 297-3884
September 30, 2018 VIP’s Annual Pat Brown Memorial Golf Tournament (843)200-9070
October 4-7, 2018 International Hillbilly Convention at Omar Temple
October 10-14, 2018 Potentate’s Trip to New Orleans, LA
October 20, 2018 Walk of Love at Omar Temple
October 27, 2018 Harley Brigade Reverse Raffle Fundraiser (843) 839-3185
october 27, 2018   Jokers 2nd annual sport clay tournament at backwoods Quail club (843)598-6215
october 27, 2018 jazz morticians cow bingo at aynor, sc  (843) 430-0071
october 27, 2018 volunteers oyster roast in andrews, sc  (843) 833-9257
november 3, 2018 volunteers pheasant shoot in kingstree, sc  (843) 833-9257
November 10, 2018 Charlie Miller Golf Tournament at Miler Country Club, Summerville, SC
november 10, 2018 goofy golfers raffle at goofy goofers building (843) 385-7892
November 15-18, 2018 Festival of Trees at Omar Temple
November 30 – December 1, 2018 Homecoming Ceremonial at Omar Temple
December 9, 2018 Shrine Hero Party at Omar Temple
January 11-12, 2019 Awards Night, Election and Installation of Officers, Potentate’s Ball

OMAR shRINeRs AppROved pARAdes 

2018 OlANtA hARvest FestIvAl
OlANtA, cOuNty OF FlOReNce, sc

sAtuRdAy OctOBeR 27, 2018
cONtAct (843) 373-0581

2018 tOWN OF st. stepheN chRIstMAs pARAde
NOveMBeR 30, 2018

cONtAct JAkkI RIveRA (843) 567-3597

2018 cOttAgevIlle chRIstMAs pARAde
deceMBeR 15, 2018

cONtAct ted uNdeRWOOd (843) 297-9085
dINNeR WIll Be seRved AFteR pARAde
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sAsA FAll FestIvAl OF shRINeRs

speteMBeR 19-22, 2018

Dear Nobles and Ladies,
The sasa fall festival 
of shriners is approaching 
rapidly.    I want to take this 
opportunity to welcome all 
the nobles of omar to the 
beach.
the 2018 sasa officers and 
staff have worked hard to put 
together a festival that has 
something for everyone.
Make your plans to attend 
and remember you must be 
registered to participate in 
the parade.   Visit the SASA 
website at southatlanticsa.

org for itineries and to register on line.    Looking forward 
to seeing you at the beach!
Yours in The   faith,
Noble Rusty Watson
director general
(843)685-5540
arustyshriner@yahoo.com

FROM the desk OF IMpeRIAl sIR
keNNeth g. (keNNy) cRAveN

Greetings Nobles and 
Ladies,
 I wanted to thank Ill. 
Sir Ralph and the Omar 
Divan and all the Omar 
Nobles, Units, and Ladies 
who made the trip down 
to Daytona to attend the 
144th Imperial Session and 
participate in the events.  
It was great seeing all 
of you down there, and 
having Omar so well 
represented, gave me great 
pride in my home temple.  
   I would like to 
specifically recognize the 

nobles and units who paraded this year in the Imperial 
Parade – Omar Divan, Beachcombers, Directors Staff, 
Fez Head Fred, Harley Brigade, Hillbillies, Pirates, 
Prowlers, and Vettes.  It was an outstanding turnout 
with the parade lineup from Omar and with the Omar 
folks lining the streets in support.  My thoughts go 
out to the Beachcombers who had a serious accident 
in route to Daytona that destroyed their float, but 
with the help of Rusty Watson and Mary Newton, they 
were still able to parade in a borrowed boat.  That is 
what teamwork and our organization is all about – 
helping each other and lending a hand to those in 
need. 
   Omar Shriners was awarded Gold Membership 
Status for the 2017 year at the annual membership 
luncheon – Congratulations to Ill. Sir Dicky Mitchum 
on receiving this award on behalf of Omar!  That’s 
an awesome accomplishment and another example 
of how everyone working together can obtain great 
results.
 Fez Head Fred was an honorary starter at the 
Walk for Love at the Daytona International Speedway 
– great job Andy!  I would like to extend my   
 congratulation wishes to Mike Desalis for 
placing 3rd in the Clown Competition, and I would like 
to thank Omar’s Imperial Marshal Aides, Ill. Sir Ralph 
Calhoun & Ill. Sir Randy Harley, for their continued 
service and hard work in assisting with the meetings 
and events.
 Daytona was indeed a fun time, but it’s never 
too early to start thinking about Imperial Nashville 
– June 28th – July 4th, 2019.  Mark your calendars and 
start making your plans now to attend.  You don’t 
want to miss the fun events and fellowship of Imperial 
2019. 
  Again, I thank Omar and each of you, Ladies 
and Nobles alike, for your continued support, and I 
look forward to seeing you at SASA in September.  May 
you continue to work for the good of the order and 
for the good of our hospital system, and may God keep 
you safe and share his blessings on all of us. 
Yours in the Faith,
Kenny Craven
Imperial Oriental Guide
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FOR MORe INFORMAtION 
pleAse cONtAct chAIRMAN 

NOBle NORMAN dOudIet 
(843) 795-4221 OR 
NdOudIet@Att.Net

Chairman Carl Griggs (843) 861-3015 carlacd1966@gmail.com



As Shriners we enjoy a bond of brotherhood and we look to each other, despite our vast 
age differences, for encouragement, support and assistance in times of difficulty, fun and fellowship.

Shriners build lifelong friendships with men of good character and upstanding values.  Our 
satisfaction comes from serving others especially, our Shrine Children.   The fun we have 
is endless in the range of various activities and events that many of us actively participate.

Here at Omar Temple, we have a program titled “Adopt a Brother”.  We have so many Brothers who have not paid 
their dues for one reason or another.  As a Brother, Unit or Club, it would be great if you would donate one or two 
years of dues to give your Brother a helping hand.  All donations will remain anonymous and will only be used 
to help your Brother in need.   A special account has been created for these funds to give active accountability.

Remember, we are all Brothers and every once in a while we need a little help, 
but are just too proud to ask for it, so let’s give a hand to our Brothers in need.

Contact Illustrious Sir Jerry Hicks, PP, Recorder to make your donation; (843) 971-0131 then press #5.

AdOpt A BROtheR

Omar Shriners
176 Patriots Point 

Mt. Pleasant, SC  29464
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