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cONGRATUlATIONS

MARShAll Kelly JONeS,  bRIAN TISdAle, 
bRAdley JAy ReyNOldS, GARy JUNIOR FeAGIN,  

chAd bARTley AlleN, eRIc dANIel dOyle, 
bRANdON TAylOR, PAUl GReGORy AlleN, 

bRUce KIRKlANd JORdAN, JOShUA lANce KOhUT, 
chRISTOPheR ShANe ROGeRS, JASON TyleR STRIcKlANd, 

WIllIAM AlleN ThAMeS, RObeRT chARleS heNdRIcK, 
bRUce POSTON, NORWOOd hANK FlOyd, 

ANdReW MIchAel ASTON, JOhNNy WAllAce TOdd, 
JUSTIN TOdd, WIllIAM bURbAGe, PhIKIP AUSTIN hOGG, 

KASey ScOTT ReedeR,  RAyMONd PURdy, cORy MAcK bRITT, 
deNNIS M. SAleRNO, VINce PAPPAS, 

chARleS hARRIS, JAMIe lee WIllIAMSON, 
dANIel eRIc lehMAN, GeORGe GAbRIel ShUleR, JR.
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Omar Team 2018
Illustrious Potentate
Ralph A. Calhoun II

Chief Rabban
Mark Murray

Assistant Rabban
Joseph (JJ) Cruz

High Priest & Prophet
Gordon (Buddy) Ellis III

Oriental Guide 
Andy Garvin

Treasurer 
R. Medd Box, PP

Recorder
Jerry Hicks, PP

Chief Aide
Robert Connolly

Chief of Staff
Tom Spell
Chaplain

Jack Knight

Imperial Officer
Imperial First Ceremonial Master

Imperial Sir
Kenneth G. (Kenny) Craven

Representatives to
Imperial Council

Ralph A. Calhoun II- Potentate
Mark Murray - Chief Rabban

Joseph (JJ) Cruz -Assistant Rabban
Gordon (Buddy) Ellis III - HP&P

Representatives to SASA
Ralph A. Calhoun II-  Potentate
Mark Murray -  Chief Rabban

Joseph (JJ) Cruz -  Assistant Rabban
Jerry Hicks, PP,  -Recorder

J.W. Baker (Emeritus)
Landy Thomas (Emeritus)

James Allen LeGette
Rusty Watson

SASA 4th Vice President
Ralph A. Calhoun II

Potentate’s Corner

Omar Membership Chairman
Keith Stika

Dear Nobles,

Lady Patrice and I would like to thank the Nobility 
and their Ladies for the wonderful weekend in 
Myrtle Beach. EVEN THOUGH, we were unable to have a 
parade due to the weather. We were able to initiate 30 
new Nobles into our Fraternity. We had a great turn 
out on Friday night at the hospitality room and even 

a better turnout at the Saturday night dance. Lady Patrice and I would 
also like to thank all the Nobles and their ladies for theIR outstanding 
DEDICATION in preparing the food and helping in the hospitality room. We 
could not have done it without everyone’s help. We hope that you continue 
selling tickets on the Golf Cars and our Gun Program. 

We also are raffling off a South Carolina limited edition Henry 22 Rifle. 
This Rifle is #4 of 100 that are being sold. It is Gold plated with engraving 
of famous Generals, Battlefields and the firing at Fort Sumter. All the 
proceeds from this raffle will go to Imperial Sir Kenny Craven fund to 
help him bring the Imperial Shrine to the Carolinas. These tickets are also 
available at temple. So, let’s get out there and help our Imperial Officer 
Imperial Sir Kenny Craven.

I would like to share a few things with you. The 2018 Candy Program is 
winding down. We have a several cases of Candy available at Omar Temple at 
843-971-0131. You can contact either Ric Piersol (843) 819-7502 (Charleston 
Area) or Alan Cass (843) 621-1360 (Florence Area). 5 Points per dollar is 
being awarded if Candy is turned in now.

2018 Golf Cart Program is being handled by the Vehicle Chairman Carl 
Griggs (843) 861-3015. The winners of the Golf Cars (at Myrtle Beach) were 
Steve Lyngh and Lisa Moberly. We will be raffling off two more electric 
Golf Cars. One Golf Car color is a deep Burgundy and the other color is 
Sunburst Orange. They both will have chromed rimmed wheels, wide tires, 
head & rear tail lights, rear seating, lift kit, new windshield, new batteries 
and charger. Both Golf cars are road worthy and can be registered with 
DMV. The golf cars where provided to us by Garrett’s Discount Golf Cars at 
594 Johnnie Dodds Blvd. Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464. Tickets are still available 
at the temple. Those that have previously purchased Golf Car tickets will 
remain in the drum for the next drawing on December 1st. We are awarding 
5 points per dollar on tickets sold. 

Fraternally Yours,
Ralph A. Calhoun II
Potentate
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Articles for the Infomar should be
submitted to

infomareditor@gmail.com.
Questions should be directed

to 
infomareditor@gmail.com or to
Illustrious Sir Jerry Hicks, PP,

Recorder.
Please remember this is YOUR

newsletter, we need YOUR articlesDeadline to submit articles for    
August issue is July 20, 2018

MAy The bleSSING OF heAVeN be WITh OUR 
dePARTed bROTheRS  WhO hAVe JOINed The GReAT 

ARchITecT OF The UNIVeRSe.

blAcK cAMel

JOhN W. JOhNSON      JAMeS h. SIMMONS
SAleeM G. cOTTROS    MAllARd l. bRAddOcK
JIMMIe b. hOOd, SR.    WAlTeR W. WheeleSS
WheeleR M. STeedley    bIlly R. SPeNceR
JOhN h. cAlhOUN    MIchAel O. AlTMAN
lAWReNce d. (ld) RIchARdSON, PP  TeRRy R. hOFFMAN
WIllIS G. GOdWIN    WIllIAM F. ANdeRSON, SR.
WyMAN e. RUTlANd    MelVIN W. GReeN
RIchARd A. blAcK    MARIO OlSzANSKI
PAUl bROGdON, JR.    heNRy h. chAMbeRS
MINNIS b. FRANKlIN    bIll c. cONley
FRed ReId hIeRS    JeRRy A. dAVIS
ThOMAS c. SANdeRS    dONAld d. RObeRTSON
heNRy A. cOURTNey    GORdON N. SheRWOOd
JOe h. lOWdeR     JOhN T. SMITh, JR.
MORey J. PARRISh, JR.    
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Recorder’s Ramblings

Imperial Sir, Illustrious Sirs, Nobles, & Ladies of Omar,
 This year is passing quickly. It is hard to believe we are approaching the end of the 
second quarter and knocking on July’s door.
 Our Myrtle Beach Ceremonial was a huge success, producing 30 new Nobles!  Mother 
nature did not allow for a parade, yet fun was had by all. I would like to congratulate Ill. 
Sir Ralph, his team, and the Nobility, on an excellent Ceremonial weekend.  It represents a 
wonderful example of Omar’s Nobility working together.
 It is a privilege serving as your High Priest & Prophet. I wish to personally thank our 
Potentate, Ill. Sir Ralph Calhoun, Chief Rabban Mark Murray, Asst. Rabban J.J. Cruz, Oriental 
Guide Andy Garvin, and their Ladies for working with Lady Wanda and myself.  We are “Team 
Divan” working for you, the Nobility.  
 Ladies, thank you for your selfless support to our children, Hospitals, Shrine Centers, 

Clubs & Units. You are a large part of the equation, and we are most fortunate to have you as part of the Omar Team. We 
appreciate you!
 Moving forward, we must focus on membership, as it is a crucial key to our success! And to your credit, we 
are off to an EXCELLENT start. Championing this drive is Membership Chairman, Noble Keith Stika, along with you, the 
Nobility. Let’s continue this positive momentum and accomplish a net membership gain as in 2017.  We can achieve Gold 
status again in 2018!
 Lady Wanda and I look forward to working hard and having fun with you. We are here for you, so please feel 
free to contact us with any questions or concerns you may have.
Always remember….  
TEAMWORK, TEAMWORK, TEAMWORK!!!
Yours in the faith,
Gordon M. Ellis, III (Buddy)
High Priest & Prophet, Omar Shrine
704-534-7832
GMEComputers@yahoo.com

From the Desk of the High  Priest and Prophet

Dear Nobles and Ladies;
 It is hard to believe summer is upon us and the 2018 Spring Ceremonial is behind us.    
Congratulations to Illustrious Sir Ralph, First Lady Patrice and the 2018 Staff on a job 
well done.   Your hard work, along with that of our nobles, brought 30 new members to 
Omar.   GREAT JOB!
 Imperial Session is just around the corner.   If you plan to attend and parade, please 
let the Omar office know, so we can register you for the parade.    Also, be reminded the 
Omar Office will be closed the week of Imperial Session.
 Lady Ginny and I enjoyed seeing many of you in Myrtle Beach and we hope to see many 
of you at Imperial Session in Daytona Beach. 
 Again, I must say that I am humbled that you, the nobility, have chosen me to serve as 

your recorder.   I am available to help you any way I can.   My door is always open.  
Fraternally yours,
Jerry Hicks, PP
Recorder
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FOR MORe INFORMATION 
PleASe cONTAcT chAIRMAN 

NOble NORMAN dOUdIeT 
(843) 795-4221 OR 
NdOUdIeT@ATT.NeT

2018 CANDY 
PROGRAM

Special thanks to the Noble and Ladies of Omar 
who contributed their time and effort to the 

2018 Candy Program.    We only have a few cases of 
candy left.   If you can help, please contact the 

Temple Office.   

cONGRATUlATIONS –
 SPRING GOlF cART WINNeRS

STeVe lyNGh 

lISA MObeRly
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MeMORIAlS

IN hONOR OF
Charlie Oliver by Berkeley Shrine Club and Ladies

Doug Sims by Pedalers Shrine Unit
Teddy Phillips by Berkeley Shrine Club and Ladies

Wade Lawrimore by Pedalers Shrine Unit

IN MeMORy OF
Andy Crawford by Omar Safety Patrol

Bill Conley by Berkeley Shrine Club and Ladies
Bill Conley by Roger and Rowlanda Ford

Bill Conley by Illustrious Sir Bob Gray PP and Lady Karen
Bill Danner by Illustrious Sir Bob Gray PP and Lady Karen
Bogan Dees by Illustrious Sir Bill Fenters, PP and Lady Pat

Cassie Drew by Juanita S. Drew
Christopher Robert Mathis by Illustrious Sir Bill Fenters, PP and Lady Pat

Dan Gray by Illustrious Sir Bob Gray and Lady Karen
Dan Gray by Omar Chefs

Dan Gray by Buddy Ellis and Lady Wanda
Douglas R. Ridwell by Illustrius Sir Bill Fenters, PP and Lady Pat

Dwayne Belk by Berkeley Shrine and Ladies Club
Dwayne Belk by Bill, Renee and Robbie White

Fitzhugh Sweatman by James and Frances Judy
Gail Richardson by Artie and Beverly Felder

Glenn A. Hiers by Berkeley Shrine Club and Ladies
Henry Mizell by James and Frances Judy

Irene Brunson by Juilan and Nancy Seale
Jack Oliver by Berkeley Shrine Club and Ladies

James Black by Illustrious Sir Bob Gray, PP and Lady Karen
Jimmie Smith by Roger and Rowlanda Ford

John Johnson by Santee Shrine Club
John Johnson by Julian and Nancy Seale

John Travis Smith, Jr, by Waccamaw Shrine Club
Johnny Johnson by Artie and Beverly Felder
Juanita R. Hardy by Artie and Beveryl Felder

Lavern Smoak by James and Frances Judy
Libby Knight Wimberly by James and Frances Judy

Lynn Stevens by Illustrious Sir Bill Fenters, PP and Lady Pat
Marion Dawson by Illustrious Sir Bob Gray, PP and Lady Karen
Melanie Millers Brother by Berkeley Shrine Club and Ladies

Mitzi Seale by Omar Color Guard
Mother of Percy Livingston by Berkeley Shrine Club and Ladies

Peggy Stewart by James and Frances Judy
Ruth Christianson Rogers by TB Herring

Sandy Riley by Lloyd Vickery
Sister of Lester Hiers by Berkeley Shrine Club and Ladies



Volume 2018  Number  3                                     Page 7  

Seed FUNd
2023 IMPeRIAl SeSSION FUNd
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June 23, 2018  Edisto Shrine Club Luau (803) 682-2080
June 30, 2018  Dorchester Shrine Club Fireworks (843)834-8313
July 15-19, 2018 Imperial Session of the Shrine at Daytona Beach
August 4, 2018 Edisto Shrine Club Bike Rally (803) 682-2080
August 4, 2018 Jazz Morticians Catfish Tournament (843) 431-9899
August 11, 2018 Cowboys Car Show (843) 817-8068
September 8, 2018 Pedalers Dance and Drawing (843) 365-7775
September 19-22, 2018 SASA at Myrtle Beach
September 28-29, 2018 Myrtle Beach Shrine Club Smoke on the Beach (856) 297-3884
September 30, 2018 VIP’s Annual Pat Brown Memorial Golf Tournament (843)200-9070
October 4-7, 2018 International Hillbilly Convention at Omar Temple
October 10-14, 2018 Potentate’s Trip to New Orleans, LA
October 20, 2018 Walk of Love at Omar Temple
October 27, 2018 Harley Brigade Reverse Raffle Fundraiser (843) 839-3185
November 10, 2018 Charlie Miller Golf Tournament at Miler Country Club, Summerville, SC
November 15-18, 2018 Festival of Trees at Omar Temple
November 30 – December 1, 2018 Homecoming Ceremonial at Omar Temple
December 9, 2018 Shrine Hero Party at Omar Temple
January 11-12, 2019 Awards Night, Election and Installation of Officers, Potentate’s Ball

dON’T See yOUR eVeNT?  PeRhAPS yOU FORGOT TO SeNd IT.    FORWARd 
TO INFOMARedITOR@GMAIl.cOM TO hAVe IT INclUded IN The NexT 

ISSUe

A TIP OF The Fez
Top Three New Noble Award Winners at Spring Ceremonial

Corey Mack Britt   Top Line Signer – Edwin “Rusty” Watson
Marshal Kelly Jones – Top Line Signer – Charles Altman

William Burbage – Top Line Signer – William Moore 
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hONORING ANd ReMeMbeRING 
IMPeRIAl SIR GeNe bRAceWell

It is with great sadness that we inform you of the passing of Past Imperial 
Potentate Gene Bracewell of Yaarab Shriners. Imperial Sir Gene served as part of 
the Imperial Divan for 11 years; as Chairman of the Board of Trustees for 10 years; 
and as Imperial Treasurer for 15 years, dedicating 36 years of service as a member 
of the Joint Board.

OMAR ShRINeRS lOSeS ONe OF ITS OWN -  
PAST POTeNTATe l.d. RIchARdSON

L.D. Richardson, Jr., 87, of Florence, passed away on Thursday, May 24, 2018.Mr. 
Richardson was born in Dillon County, SC a son of the late Lawrence D. Richardson, 
Sr. and Nina Sarvis Richardson. He was a US Army veteran, retired from A & P 
Grocers and after 42 years also retired from Mike Reichenbach Ford (formerly 
Horne Ford). He was a lifetime member of Hampton Lodge # 204 AFM since 1960, 
a lifetime member of the Omar Shrine Temple, where he was a past Potentate in 
1984, a former 2 time President of the Shrine Bowl, past President of the Pee Dee 
Shrine Club and longtime active member of the Omar Temple.  You will forever be 
remembered in the hearts of Omar Shriners as the best potentate of 1984!

ShRINeRS hOSPITAlS FOR chIldReN RecOGNIzed AS bRANd OF The yeAR 

Tampa, Florida (May 2, 2018) – Shriners Hospitals for Children is honored to share the news 
that it has been named 2018 Health Nonprofit Brand of the Year, based on the Harris Poll 
EquiTrend® Equity Score.
In addition, Shriners Hospitals ranked Highest in Trust in its category. 
The annual survey of brand equity, now in its 30th year, compares the brand health 
of thousands of brands from hundreds of categories, including eight for nonprofit 
organizations, based on consumer responses. These responses measure a range of knowledge 
and connections, including familiarity, quality social and environmental impact, brand 
momentum and attachment, and trust, that indicate the health and strength of a brand. 

“Being chosen as the top Health Nonprofit Brand by such a respected and reliable study is truly an honor. Receiving the 
Harris Poll award is indicative of the tremendous dedication and commitment our employees, donors and volunteers 
have for our mission of improving the lives of children every day, worldwide. The efforts of each of you are reflected 
in this award,” said John P. McCabe, executive vice president, Shriners Hospitals for Children. “Since opening our first 
location in 1922, Shriners Hospitals has become a world-renowned, respected and unique health care system with 
locations in three countries that continues to put the needs and concerns of our patients first, regardless of the 
families’ ability to pay.” 
In addition to being a leader in pediatric specialty care, especially in the areas of orthopaedics, burns, spinal cord 
injury, and cleft lip and palate, Shriners Hospitals for Children is known for conducting innovative research that 
has added to the worldwide body of medical knowledge and led to the development of treatment techniques and 
protocols that are now recognized standards of care. Shriners Hospitals for Children is also committed to providing 
excellent educational opportunities for medical professionals, thereby helping to shape and guide the future of 
patient care.
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SASA FAll FeSTIVAl OF ShRINeRS

SPeTeMbeR 19-22, 2018
Dear Nobles and Ladies,
The SASA Fall Festival of Shriners is returning to Myrtle Beach again this year and 
we invite you to come and enjoy some Fun in the Sun.    Illustrious Sir Steve Norris, PP, 
President of SASA and I have put together some events that we feel will make this 
year’s festival a fun time for all.    Please visit our website at www.southatlanticsa.
com  for times and events and to register online.  Kindly remember a registration 
badge is required for each noble wishing to participate in the SASA parade on Saturday 
morning.   If you do not wish to register online, below is the mail-in registration form.
See you in September for some Fun in the Sun!.   

Yours in The faith,
Noble Rusty Watson
director general
(843)685-5540
arustyshriner@yahoo.com
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Chairman Carl Griggs (843) 861-3015 carlacd1966@gmail.com



As Shriners we enjoy a bond of brotherhood and we look to each other, despite our vast 
age differences, for encouragement, support and assistance in times of difficulty, fun and fellowship.

Shriners build lifelong friendships with men of good character and upstanding values.  Our 
satisfaction comes from serving others especially, our Shrine Children.   The fun we have 
is endless in the range of various activities and events that many of us actively participate.

Here at Omar Temple, we have a program titled “Adopt a Brother”.  We have so many Brothers who have not paid 
their dues for one reason or another.  As a Brother, Unit or Club, it would be great if you would donate one or two 
years of dues to give your Brother a helping hand.  All donations will remain anonymous and will only be used 
to help your Brother in need.   A special account has been created for these funds to give active accountability.

Remember, we are all Brothers and every once in a while we need a little help, 
but are just too proud to ask for it, so let’s give a hand to our Brothers in need.

Contact Illustrious Sir Jerry Hicks, PP, Recorder to make your donation; (843) 971-0131 then press #5.

AdOPT A bROTheR

Omar Shriners
176 Patriots Point 

Mt. Pleasant, SC  29464
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