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Omar Shriners held a ceremony of initiation weekend in 

Myrtle Beach the first weekend in May.    It was a super 

weekend and the nobles and ladies were proud to 

welcome home,  Imperial Sir Kenny Craven and Lady JJ,   

Illustrious Sir Doc Stewart, PP and Lady Megan and 

Most Worshipful Ron Mitchum,  and Lady Sue. 

We welcome the following new members and their ladies. 

Donald S. Allen, Clark E. Beuckman,  Ronald A. 

Burbage, Jr.  R.B. Cannon, Carl O. Clark, Claude P. Day 

III, Joseph M. Dubose, Jr.   Daryn L. Evans, Justin B. 

Floyd, William Gray, Darrell J. Guinn, Christopher R. 

Johnson, Robert R. Johnson, Richard D. Jones, Steele 

C. Judy, Arthur W. Lee, James W. Matthews, III, David 

C. McGee, Joseph M. Melliette, Jr., Christopher A. 

Owens, Matthew Porter, Ray E. Roberson, Jr., Steven T. 

Sauls, Logan M. Smith, Edward W. Vanderbilt, Tristian 

C. Ward, Chandler R. Windham 

Photo Credit Bonnie Berchelli 
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Potentate’s Corner 

INFOMAR 

Dear Nobles and Ladies of Omar, 

It has been a humbling and rewarding experience for Lady Wanda 

and myself for the past six months. We have watched our nobility 

and ladies come together to bring us out of the COVID epidemic 

strong and united. 

Our Spring Ceremonial was a wonderful event. We were so 

honored to be joined by Imperial Sir Kenny Craven and Lady JJ, 

Illustrious Sir Doc Stewart, PP, Hospital Trustee and Lady Megan, 

and of course, Most Worshipful Ron Mitchum and Lady Sue. I do 

hope you were able to participate in the ceremonial and that you 

had a wonderful time.  I congratulate our newly initiated Nobles 

and their Ladies. 

Lady Wanda and I have just returned from Shriner’s Imperial 

Session in Houston TX., where I was honored to nominate Imperial 

Sir Kenny Craven for the office of Chief Rabban of Shriners 

International. Imperial Session 2023 is coming to the Carolinas and 

I do hope you will participate and make Omar proud. 

As we begin our second half of 2021, I ask you to remember 

Omar’s fundraisers, and help as you are able.   These fundraisers 

help to support Omar Shrine Temple. Your support is greatly 

needed. 

Wanda and I are so thankful to each unit, club and individual 

Noble and Lady that actively participates.    

As a reminder, my door is always open, please feel free to reach 

out to me anytime. 

 

Yours in the faith, 

Gordon M. Ellis, III (Buddy) 

mailto:infomareditor@gmail.com


Ramblings from the 

                   Recorder 
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   Nobles, 

   After a period of 74 weeks we finally 

   had our Spring Ceremonial in Myrtle 

   Beach.  It was well attended by our  

   Nobility; I can say that everybody  

   was ready to get back together again.  

There were surprises and  disappointments; we must remember 

that our Nobility is Family and we must continue to support 

each other as we move forward.  I would like to commend Lady 

Stefani Donald and her committee with the Kids Program; they 

really put a tremendous effort into it and it was a total Success!! 

We have several Omar fundraisers coming up soon.  If you are 

available we could use your help. 

July 15 – 18 – Fastrax Mudbog in Bennettsville, SC  Contact: 

Kevin Wadford 843-200-5023,  

August 8 – Charlie Miller Golf Tournament, Summerville, 

Contact: John Murphy 843-670-0161 

August 14 – Omar Sports Banquet at the Temple, Contact:  

Kevin Wadford 843-200-5023 

August 28 – 2nd Annual Omar Golf Tournament at Burning 

Ridge, Conway, Contact:  Ricky Jordan 910-376-0456. 

 

Nobles, after years of discussion regarding the financial future 

of Omar, we have finally come to a time in which the Nobility 

has to make a decision.  Last year we, the Divan, proposed 

increasing our dues.  The proposal was met with negativity.  We 

will be having a stated meeting on July 31 at the Omar Shrine 

Center at 10 AM; at this meeting you will hear committee 

reports and about a bid received for the sale of the Temple.  

There will be a question and answer session.  No vote will be 

taken this day.  I encourage each of you to participate by 

attending this meeting, listen to the reports and ask your 

questions.  A second meeting will be held at which time the 

Nobility will vote in favor or not in favor of selling the Omar 

Shrine Center at 176 Patriots Point.   

I, again, encourage each of our Nobility to participate in this 

process. 

 

YITF, 

 

Casey 

Congratulations to my cousin and good friend Ron 
Mitchum on being elected to his second term as 
Grand Master for Masons of South Carolina. Ron has 
dedicated himself to Masonic organizations for 
decades, including serving as Board Chairman for 
Shriners Hospitals for Children – Greenville 

Imperial Sir Kenny Craven 
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Milcah Temple No. 77  

Remarks  

from The Queen 

Wow, time is flying by and the height of summer is 

here!  It’s been a busy few months since I was installed 

as Queen in March.  Milcah Temple was honored to 

participate in the Spring Ceremonial parade in Myrtle 

Beach to represent Daughters of the Nile.  Berkeley 

Shrine Club generously escorted us, using their float, on 

the parade route.  Thus far, it was one of the amazing 

highlights of the year.  Our next big event will be a 

family event at Omar Shrine Center on August 21; called 

Pig & Pearls.  This will be a casual event, full BBQ dinner, 

drinks and games for children & adults.  For the adults, 

we will have Blade & Bull Axe Throwing and Laser Skeet; 

these activities are included in your ticket price – no 

extra charges.  For the kids, we have a variety of carnival 

games planned, popcorn, cotton candy & more! We also 

have some awesome auction & raffle items planned – 

ammo baskets, stocked coolers, wine with holders, 

string of pearls and more!  Make plans to join us August 

21, starting at 5:00 p.m..  Please contact me or any of 

the ladies of Milcah Temple for tickets.  As we move 

into fall, we will be planning for our Supreme Queen 

visit on November 13, with a visit to the Greenville 

Hospital on November 16.       

Membership is the key to our success.  If any of the 

Ladies of Omar are interested in becoming a Daughter 

of Nile, please do not hesitate to reach out to me or any 

other member of Milcah Temple. As a reminder, Milcah 

meets on the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. 

(except July & August) at Omar.  We have clubs in 

Orangeburg, Florence and Summerville. If you are 

already a member, we would love to see you at one of 

our monthly meetings.     

 

In Nile Love, 

Kim Harley Stone 

Queen Daughters of the Nile was founded in 1931 and is open to ladies 18 

years of age or older, who are related by birth or marriage to a 

Shriner, Master Mason or Daughter of the Nile; or a Majority 

Member in Good Standing of a Masonic-related organization for 

girls; or who was a patient with or without Shrine or Masonic 

relations, at a Shiners Hospital for Children.   
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OMAR CLOWNS ARE LOOKING FOR 

NEW MEMBERS 

If you are looking for a family unit 

with fun, fellowship and a purpose, 

JOIN THE OMAR CLOWNS 

We meet monthly in Myrtle Beach 

and welcome all Shriners. 

If you need help with a costume or 

make-up, we are here to help 

Contact Billy Jordan 

(843) 283-4884    bjor-

dan50@sccoast.net 

Our Own Kenneth G. 

(Kenny) Craven elected 

Imperial Chief Rabban 

of Shriners International 

Congratulations 

Imperial Sir and Lady JJ 

#omarstrong2023 

Make your plans to attend the 2023 

Imperial Session in Charlotte NC 

July 2-6, 2023  

A little something for everyone! 

mailto:bjordan50@sccoast.net
mailto:bjordan50@sccoast.net
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$20.00 PER TICKET  
Scooter Provided by SCOOTER 

STOP Drawing to be held  

August 30, 2021. 

Tickets are Available from any 
Omar Pirate 

 Special thanks to Josh Jordan and Browns RV Super-
store for their sponsorship of our 12th Annual River 
Run! Here we have our director, Noble Joe 
Mccrackin, presenting a Certificate of Appreciation 
to Josh on behalf of the Omar River Rats.  
Because of sponsors like these, our 12th Annual Riv-
er Run has enabled us to send over $26,000 to the 
Shriners Hospitals for Children just this year alone!  
We are forever grateful!  

https://www.facebook.com/BrownsRv/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUCdt0YNoly7q_1gG2zqXzrEBgLnxucbOQX1p6q4iTX88MZDrf3lSnTFNEH5Kibay59Ce4G8Wmz-5AqQCb-pqPGSHRdK_LU2sjd4TP4YbY1bX8ySKRhNXDuWxfX483NfvHagBKxFG1wvTR0mxyU7eNfMLGIBmC0ewn-gafW4qUc5Q&__tn__=kK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/BrownsRv/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUCdt0YNoly7q_1gG2zqXzrEBgLnxucbOQX1p6q4iTX88MZDrf3lSnTFNEH5Kibay59Ce4G8Wmz-5AqQCb-pqPGSHRdK_LU2sjd4TP4YbY1bX8ySKRhNXDuWxfX483NfvHagBKxFG1wvTR0mxyU7eNfMLGIBmC0ewn-gafW4qUc5Q&__tn__=kK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/joe.mccrackin.1?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUCdt0YNoly7q_1gG2zqXzrEBgLnxucbOQX1p6q4iTX88MZDrf3lSnTFNEH5Kibay59Ce4G8Wmz-5AqQCb-pqPGSHRdK_LU2sjd4TP4YbY1bX8ySKRhNXDuWxfX483NfvHagBKxFG1wvTR0mxyU7eNfMLGIBmC0ewn-gafW4qUc5Q&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/joe.mccrackin.1?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUCdt0YNoly7q_1gG2zqXzrEBgLnxucbOQX1p6q4iTX88MZDrf3lSnTFNEH5Kibay59Ce4G8Wmz-5AqQCb-pqPGSHRdK_LU2sjd4TP4YbY1bX8ySKRhNXDuWxfX483NfvHagBKxFG1wvTR0mxyU7eNfMLGIBmC0ewn-gafW4qUc5Q&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
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On Tuesday, June 8, 2021, Quilts of Valor were presented by the Myrtle Beach Shorebirds to several of our OMAR Nobles at the old 
Myrtle Beach Air Force Base.  Thank you to First Lady Wanda Ellis for facilitating this very special event.  Nobles John Berchielli, 
Donald (Barrell) Peterson, Douglas Vining, Al Hake, Zachery Norris, Stewart Rawls, and Jerry Smith were wrapped in their hand 
made quilts by their Ladies. 

Photos Credit B. Berchelli 



London and her family along with some children of the Omar 

Shriners had a great time riding on the Beachcombers Float in 

the Spring Ceremonial Parade. 

London — one of the reasons we do what we do! 
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Photo Credit B. Berchelli 
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The Ladies Auxiliary of the Edisto 
Shrine Club held their annual Widow’s 
Luncheon on June 19th. The Luncheon is 

a special time for the members of the club to honor the wid-
ows for their years of hard work and dedication to the Edisto 
Shrine Club and to thank them for showing the Ladies what it 
means to be a true Lady of a Noble. Every year the Ladies 
Auxiliary provide a meal, a gift, and special entertainment. 
This year the entertainment was a Noble Auction. Nobles of 
the club were auctioned off for a dance.  

There were a lot of laughs and some tears as trips down 
memory lane were had. We owe a lot to these wonderful la-
dies and their late husbands. It is always a great pleasure to 
give back to them and to tell them thank you for all their hard 
work.  

Michael Dopkant wanted 

t o  b e c o m e  a 

Shriner  because he 

enjoys helping children! 

He also enjoys the 

camaraderie and meeting 

like-minded men from all 

walks of life. He is the 

first Shrine Mason in his 

family and Michael hopes 

to continue this as a new 

tradition with his sons 

when they turn of age 

June was Shrine Legacy Month! 

Congrats to all of our Legacy Shriners! 

Start Your Family’s Legacy Today: Register on Shriners Village All 
family members, including: sons, sons-in-law, brothers, uncles, 
grandfathers, etc., are eligible to become part of the Legacy 
Program. To make the registration process easy, the membership 
development office only requires one member of the family’s 
legacy to register on Shriners Village. When logging in to your 
account on Shriners Village (shrinersvillage.com), click on the 
“Membership” tab on the top of the web page. From this page, 
select “Legacy Program” on the left-hand side of the screen. If you 
have any questions about registration, please contact the 
membership development office at membership@shrinenet.org or 
813-281-0300. To commemorate taking part in this exciting 
program, each Legacy can download a certificate signed by the 
Imperial Potentate and Imperial Recorder. Shriners and their 
registered relatives can also order online a special gold Legacy pin 
that represents the pride they have in their Shriner heritage. For 
many men, being a Shriner is a family tradition that stretches 
across generations. The Legacy Program is a way to honor this 
special bond  
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Fellow Nobles – 

Plan to join us on August 14 for our first annual Sports Banquet.  This banquet is for everyone including hunting and 
fishing enthusiasts and sports enthusiasts.  We will have live auctions, silent auctions, gun and ammo raffles, ticket 
raffles, and games.  We are excited to announce we also have a full-blooded chocolate lab puppy, Omar, that will be 
auctioned off!  You don’t want to miss this event!  Tickets are $100/couple and includes dinner and open bar.   

We have sponsorship opportunities available, which include VIP table; please reach out to me, Robert, or Chay if you 
are interested in a sponsorship to secure your VIP table or can help advertise and obtain sponsors. 

We look forward to a successful banquet and to seeing you all there! 

Kevin Wadford 

Oriental Guide 

Thanks 

Illustrious 

Sir Doc, and 

Lady 

Megan for 

joining us 

for Spring 

Ceremonial 
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August 7    Jazz Morticians Catfish Tournament 

August 8    Charlie Miller Golf Tournament 

August 14    Sportsman Banquet 

August 21    Daughters of the Nile Pig and Pearls Fundraiser 

August 21    Outhouse 4 Hillbilly Stomp 

August 29    Director’s Staff Golf Tournament 

August 30    Drawing Omar Pirates Scotter 

September 4    Cowboy’s Axe Throwing Tournament  

September 15-19   SASA Fall Festival of Shriners in Myrtle Beach 

September 18    $20,000.00 Give Away 

September 25    Pedalers Dinner/Dance 

September 26     VIP Golf Tournament 

October 9    Dorchester Shrine Club Pea Supper 

November 7    Omar Shrine Golf Tournament 

November 13    Outhouses 1 and 4 Pheasant Shoot 

November 18-20   Imperial Basketball Tournament 

November 20    Omar Pea Supper 

December 2-5    Homecoming Ceremonial 

January 7-9    Annual Meeting and Installation of 2022 Omar Divan 

Additional information for each event can be found on the Omar Website omarshriners.org  

Photos courtesy of B. Berchelli 

mailto:omarshriners.org
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• Buddy Ellis-  
• 704-534-7832 
• Andy Garvin-  
• 843-475-4697 
• Mike Donald-  
• 843-992-4914 
• Kenny Skipper-  
• 843-200-7520 
• Ricky Lewis-  
• 843-209-0957 
• Casey VanFaussien-  
• 803-682-0623 
• Omar Office-  
• 843-971-0131 

For tickets, please contact the below Divan 
members or the Omar Office. 

Omar's 2021 Fund Raising 

Program - 

Kubota Sidekick RTV & 

ZeroTurn Mower 

 

 

• Andy Garvin, Chief Rabban- 

843-475-4697 

• Charles "Sputnic" Altman- 

843-833-9257 

• Stuart "Tin Man" Rawls- 

843-877-0126 

To book items for ticket sales, please contact 

one of the below Nobles. 


