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Fellow Nobles and Ladies, 

 I would like to personally thank you for your support and the opportunity to serve as 

Potentate of Omar Shriners in 2023.    I am humbled that you have put your faith in me and 

the 2023 Divan for this year.       

 Your Divan has an outstanding team spirit and we look forward to working with our 

Clubs, Units and Nobility to achieve great things for Omar Shriners in 2023 and the years to 

come. 

 The 2023 Information book provides vital  information with a brief overview of rules, 

policies and by-laws for Shriners International and Omar Shriners for your review.      Should 

you have questions, please reach out to the Omar Recorder or a member of your Divan. 

 The 2023 Divan and I look forward to working with this year and in the future to make 

Omar Shrine strong.   #chargethestorm.     

 

Fraternally yours, 
Mike Donald 
Illustrious Potentate 
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2023 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

The calendar on the website is updated on a regular basis.    Please visit the website for current 

updates.  Omar Shrine - Events (omarshriners.org)  

Feb 11   Volunteers Oyster Roast  

  Waccamaw Shrine Club Valentine Party 

 Organizational Meeting at Pee Dee Shrine Club  10AM 

Feb 12  Myrtle Beach Shrine Club Super Bowl Party 

 Organizational Meeting at Berkeley Shrine Club  1PM 

Feb 18  Omar Golf Tournament at Santee 

  Clowns Golf Tournament at Murrells Inlet 

Feb 22  Omar Divan Meeting 7PM 

Feb 25  Director’s Staff Pea Supper at Dorchester 

Mar 4  Jazz Morticians Dinner at Pee Dee Shrine Club 

Mar 4-5  Shriners College Classis at Houston, TX 

Mar 11  Fishing Rodeo at Dorchester Shrine Club 

  Volunteers Pheasant Shoot, Kingstree, SC 

Mar 18          Provost Guard Gospel Show at Pee Dee Shrine Club 

     Drifters St. Patty’s Day Bash at Dorchester Shrine Club 

Mar 23-25 SASA at Raleigh, North Carolina 

March 24  Berkeley Shrine Club Steak Night 

March 25   Pedalers Dance at Waccamaw Shrine Club 

March 29   Omar Divan Meeting 

March 31   Provost Guard Golf Tournament, Florence, SC 

April 7-8       MBSC Smoke on the Beach  Myrtle Beach, SC 

April 15        VIP Skeet Shoot  Ridgeville, SC 

April 16         Omar Golf Tournament , Summerville, SC 

April 22         Harley Brigade Poker Run 

April 26         Omar Divan Meeting 

April 28          Berkeley Shrine Club Steak Night 

May 4 –7       Spring Ceremonial,  Myrtle Beach, SC 

May 20         Boat Race at Dorchester Shrine Club 

May 26           Berkeley Shrine Club Steak Night 

May 31           Omar Divan Meeting 

June 3          Jailbirds Bass Tournament 

                River Rats Run at Cashues Landing, Florence, SC 

         Safety Patrol Prime Rib Dinner at Dorchester Shrine  

June 23    Berkeley Shrine Club Steak Night 

June 24    Fireworks at Dorchester Shrine Club 

June 28     Omar Divan Meeting 

June 30—July 7   Imperial Session in Charlotte, NC 

July 15     Boat Race at Dorchester Shrine Club 

July 22-23    Sportsman Banquet at Omar Shrine 

July 26         Omar Divan Meeting 

July 28       Berkeley Shrine Club Steak Night 

Aug 5      Omar / Daughters of Nile Mixer at Omar Shrine 

Aug 12      Daredevils Kayak Day 

Aug 19       Omar Golf Tournament, Conway, SC 

        Omar Pea Supper at Waccamaw Shrine Club 

Aug 25         Berkeley Shrine Club Steak Night 

Aug 27         Director’s Staff Golf Tournament, Summerville 

Aug 30           Omar Divan Meeting 

Sep 1-3         Nascar at Darlington, SC 

Sep 21-24       SASA at Myrtle Beach, SC 

Sep 22             Berkeley Shrine Club Steak Night 

Sep 27             Omar Divan Meeting 

Sep 30          Pedalers Party at Waccamaw Shrine Club 

Oct 13-14         Smoke on the Waccamaw 

Oct 21           Harley Brigade Reverse Raffle 

Oct 25           Omar Divan Meeting 

Oct 27           Berkeley Shrine Club Steak Night 

Nov 9-12          Omar Homecoming, Florence, SC 

Nov 16-19         Shriners Children’s Classic 

Nov 19            Charlie Miller Golf Tournament 

Nov 24            Berkeley Shrine Club Steak Night 

Nov 29  Omar Divan Meeting 

Dec 1  St. Stephens Christmas Parade 

Dec 16  Shrine Bowl of the Carolinas 

Dec 22  Berkeley Shrine Club Steak Night 

Dec 27  Omar Divan Meeting 

Jan 12-14, 2024 Omar Installation Weekend 

 

 

 

https://www.omarshriners.org/events.html
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2023 Board of Directors 

 

Potentate 
Michael Donald 
 
Chief Rabban 
Kenny Skipper (Lady Andrea) 
 
Assistant Rabban 
Kevin Wadford (Lady Jennifer) 
 
High Priest and Prophet 
Ricky Jordan 
 
Oriental Guide 
Ricky Lewis (Lady Tammy) 
 
Treasurer 
Brett Strickland (Lady Theresa) 
 
Recorder 
Dennis Weaver 
 
Junior Past Potentate 
Andy Garvin (Lady Tammy) 
 

2023 Imperial Officers 
 

Imperial Potentate 
Kenneth G. (Kenny) Craven, PP (Lady JJ) 
 
Shriners Childrens Board of Trustees 
Leslie (Doc) Stewart, PP (Lady Megan) 
 

2023 Imperial Representatives 
 

Potentate 
Michael Donald 
 
Chief Rabban 
Kenny Skipper (Lady Andrea) 
 
Assistant Rabban 
Kevin Wadford (Lady Jennifer) 
 
High Priest and Prophet 
Ricky Jordan 
 

2023 Imperial Staff 
 

Deputy Director General 
Kenny Skipper (Lady Andrea) 
 
Deputy Director General 
Gordon (Buddy) Ellis III (Lady Wanda 
 
 

Imperial Potentate’s Aide 
Dennis Weaver 
 
Imperial Potentate’s Aide 
Julian Seale 
 
Imperial Photographer 
Robert Foulds (Lady Carol) 
 

2023 SASA Representatives 
 

Potentate 
Michael Donald 
 
Chief Rabban 
Kenny Skipper (Lady Andrea) 
 
Assistant Rabban 
Kevin Wadford (Lady Jennifer) 
 
Recorder 
Dennis Weaver 
 
Emeritus Representatives 
Joseph W. (JW) Baker 
Landy Thomas (Lady Marianne) 
 
Elected Representatives 
James Allen LeGette (Lady Frances) 
Rusty Watson (Lady Lisa) 
 
All Past Potentates of Omar are voting 
representatives 
 

2023 Shrine Bowl Representatives 
 

1st Vice President 
Potentate 
Michael Donald 
 
Representatives 
Joseph (JJ) Cruz, PP (Lady Missi) 
David Barnett (Lady Mary) 
Kevin Wadford (Lady Jennifer) 
Kenny Skipper (Lady Andrea) 
William (Willie Doc) Dyches (Lady Suzie) 
 

Appointed Divan 
 

First Ceremonial Master 
Rusty Watson (Lady Lisa) 
 
Second Ceremonial Master 
Bobby Sarvis (Lady Joanne) 
 
Director 
William Axson (Lady Charise) 
 
 



 

 

4 

Marshal 
Bobby Sarvis (Lady Joanne) 
 
Captain of the Guard 
Ric Piersol 
 
Outer Guard 
Keith Stika (Lady Shirley) 
 

2023 Staff 
 

Chief Aide 
Mark Aston (Lady Sarah) 
 
Chief of Staff 
Donald Harrison (Lady Reese) 
 
Chief of Staff 
Andrew Aston (Lady Penny) 
 
Chaplain 
Charles Taylor (Lady Loretta) 
 
Executive Assistant and Coordinator 
Lady Mary Newton 
 
Special Aides 
Eric Larrimore 
Kelly Larrimore (Lady Vickie) 
Tripp Moore 
Joe Mallette 
Brad Enzor 
Will Robinson 
Eric Kirkley (Lady Anitra) 
Charles Howard 
 
Housing 
Ellison Moody (Lady Judy) 
 
Transportation 
Ric Piersol 
Landy Thomas (Lady Marianne 
Robert Watson 
 
Registration 
Director’s Staff 
 
Master of Ceremonies 
Dennis Weaver 
 
Imperial Session Coordinator 
Kenny Skipper (Lady Andrea) 
 
Infomar Editor 
Lady Mary Newton 
 
Walk of Love 
Jimmy Droze (Lady Sharon) 

Novice Mentoring 
Ric Piersol 
Omar Divan 
 
Ladies Mentoring 
Lady Mary Newton 
Omar Divan Ladies 
 

Uniform Units 
Director 
Jason Bazen (Lady Leigh) 
 
Major 
Michael Maksim, Jr. (Lady Teresa) 
 
Captain 
Dale Mixon (Lady Nikki) 
 
Temple Photographer 
John J. Berchielli (Lady Bonnie) 
 
Potentate Aides 
Special Projects 
(Candy, Ticket Sales, Fundraisers) 
 
All Nobles and Ladies of Omar 
 
Fundraising Programs and Special Projects 

 
Vehicle Bookings 
Luke Perdue (Lady Theresa) 
Carl Griggs (Lady Angelia) 
Charles (Sputnik) Altman (Lady Linda) 
 
Gun Program 
TBA 
 
Candy Distribution 
Charleston—Ric Piersol 
Orangeburg—Jim Gates 
Florence—Alan Cass (Lady Julie) 
Myrtle Beach—Freddy Prince 
 

Golf Outings 
Summerville  
John Murphy (Lady Sue) 
Danny McKeirnan (Lady Elaine) 
Marion Mizzell (Lady Tina) 
 
Myrtle Beach 
Kevin James 
Davis (Cookie) Cooke (Lady Suzan) 
Bob Gordon (Lady Cindy) 
 
Santee 
John Bagwell (Lady Kathy) 
Jim Gates  
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Decorations 
Dan Lehman (Lady Carole(Cookie) 
Bob Warder (Lady Andrea) 
 
Candidate Registration 
Ric Piersol 
Davis (Cookie) Cooke (Lady Suzan) 
 
Medical Staff 
Tim Wallace (Lady Shelia) 
Luke Purdue (Lady Teresa) 
 
Beverage Committee 
Ben Waring (Lady Erika) 
Tony Bunch (Lady Roberta) 
Michael Dopkant (Lady Casey 
Ashley Ackerman 
Troy Lawrence 
 
Food Committee 
Chris Small (Lady DeAnn) 
Mike Fields (Lady Cindy) 
Steve Cooper 
Shea Spencer 
Lady Kim Small 
 

Ambassadors 
 
Imperial Potentate (Omar Shrine) 
Kenneth G. (Kenny) Craven  (Lady JJ) 
 
Foreign 
Imperial Assistant Rabban (Yaarab Shrine) 
Richard Burke (Lady Judy) 
 
Imperial Oriental Guide  (Moslem Shrine) 
Larry Leib (Lady Debbie) 
 
2023 Potentate (Hejaz Shrine) 
Byron Sheppard (Lady Michele) 
 
2023 Potentate (Jamil Shrine) 
Jeff Snipes 
 
2023 Potentate (Oasis Shrine) 
Doug Garland (Lady Leah) 
 
2023 Potentate (Amran Shrine) 
Scott Lackey (Lady Shelia) 
 
2023 Potentate (Sudan Shrine) 
Louis Smith (Lady Patricia) 
 

Membership Team 
Chairman 
Keith Stika (Lady Shirley) 
 
Recruitment Chairman 
Ted Underwood 
 
Retention Chairman 
John (Lewey) Pierson 
 
Restoration Chairman 
Blake Parkhurst 
 
Masonic Relations Chairman 
MWB David DeChant, Sr.  (Lady Billie) 
 
Clubs and Units Chairman 
Art (Loose) Cannon 
 
District Chief Aides 
Allendale, Barnwell, Bamberg 
Ronnie Smith 
 
Beaufort, Jasper, Hampton  
Johnny Rahn 
 
Berkeley 
Davey Bowman 
 
Charleston 
Richard Carswell 
 
Chesterfield 
William (Luke) Perdue (Lady Theresa) 
 
Lee 
Carl Griggs 
 
Clarendon 
Frank Farina 
 
Colleton 
Kenneth Bachewicz 
 
Darlington 
Sam Tallon 
 
Dillon, Marlboro 
Jody Upton 
 
Dorchester 
Lee Runion 
 
Florence 
Blake Parkhurst 
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Georgetown, Williamsburg 
Lynwood C. Cribb 
 
Horry  
Freddy Prince 
Bubba Owens 
 
Loris 
Dennis Causey 
 
Conway 
Randall Mishoe 
 
Myrtle Beach 
Rusty Watson (Lady Lisa) 
 
Marion 
Eric Larrimore 
 
Orangeburg 
Michael Tomson 
 
Nobles at Large 
Ralph A. Calhoun, II, PP 
 
Grievance Committee      

Omar Elected Divan 
                All Past Potentates 
 
Endowments, Wills, Gifts            

Kenny Skipper 
 
Building and Grounds           

Board of Directors 
 
Public Relations    

Lou Worthy 
 
Donor Relations                    

Kevin Wadford 
 
Sick—Visitation    

Charles Taylor and all Nobles 
 

Blue Lodge Representative 
Most Worshipful Ron Mitchum 

 
Grand Lodge Representative 

Most Worshipful Ron Mitchum 
 

Scottish Rite Representative 
Randolph H. (Randy) Harley, PP 

 
Potentate’s Advisory Committee 

Pat Potentates of Omar 
 

Temple Jester 
Jim Gates 

Shriners Childrens Greenville Representative  
   Gordon (Buddy) Ellis III, PP 

 
Parliamentarian 

Dustin James 
 

Temple Attorney 
Alex Craven 

LIVING PAST POTENTATES OF OMAR 

1977 The Honorable Robert J. (Jim) Aycock (Manning) (Sara Ann) 

1978  Clarence Doyle (Myrtle Beach) (Rita) 

1992  Harold E. Horton, Sr. (Florence) 

1995  Van Threadgill (Florence)  (Ellen) 

1996  William M. (Mike) Horne (Goose Creek) (Linda) 

1997  William E. (Bill) Fenters (Manning)  (Pat) 

2002  John R. (Bob) Gray (Myrtle Beach)  (Karen) 

2004  Leslie (Doc) Stewart, MD (Darlington) (Megan) 

2005  Randolph H. (Randy) Harley (Charleston) (Terri) 

2009   Robbie Jones (Florence) Debbie 

2011  John McClary (Hilda) 

2012  Imperial Sir Kenneth Craven (Summerville) (Jennifer(JJ)) 

2013  Jimmy Day (Conway) (Sandra) 

2016  Eric Joyner (Orangeburg) (Marie) 

2017  Richard L. (Dicky) Mitchum (Blackville) (Tammy) 

2018  Ralph A. Calhoun II (North Charleston) (Patrice) 

2019  Mark W. Murray (Jamestown) (Jimmie Kaye) 

2020  Joseph (JJ) Cruz (Barnwell) (Missi) 

2021  Gordon (Buddy) Ellis III (Murrells Inlet) (Wanda) 

2022  James H. (Andy) Garvin (Summerville) (Tammy)   
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The Infomar 

The Infomar is the official newsletter of Omar Shrine.    It is our goal to create and publish the Infomar bi 

monthly beginning in February. 

In 2023 we will distribute the newsletter electronically.     The Nobles and Courtesy Members who have an 

email address on file in WebFez will receive their newsletter via email.  The Infomar will also be uploaded to 

our website www.omarshriners.org. 

If a Noble or Courtesy Member wishes to receive a hard copy of the Infomar you must notify the Omar 

Recorder that you require a hard copy, he will mail a copy of the Infomar to the address you have on file.   

 

How to Submit an Article: 

Units and Clubs as well as individual Nobles are encouraged to submit articles and/or pictures for 

publication.    We will also advertise your approved event in the Infomar.    To submit articles and/ or 

pictures please adhere to the following guidelines: 

1. All information must be emailed to infomareditor@gmail.com. 

2. Should you have questions or need assistance, you may telephone Lady Mary at (843) 209-6511. 

http://www.omarshriners.org
mailto:infomareditor@gmail.com
mailto:recorder@omarshriners.org
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Fundraising Programs for 2023 

2022 Candy Program 

The Candy Program at Omar Shrine 

is a vital financial support for the 

Temple.  Candy is available at the 

Temple and in strategic locations 

throughout the Omar Territory. 
Medal of Honor Points will be given at the discretion of 

the Potentate.   Watch for email blasts for incentives. 

Candy pickup can be arranged by contacting: 

Ric Piersol          Jim Gates      Alan Cass       Freddy Prince 

Charleston   Orangeburg  Florence   Myrtle Beach 

To book the lawnmower for your event or to purchase tickets contact: 

Luke Purdue   Carl Griggs   Sputnik Altman 
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Omar Shriners Points System 

The Omar Shriners Points System consists of two parts: 

1. Medal of Honor Points—  Nobles earning these points qualify for the distinguished blue blazer or the covet-

ed Medal of Honor Fez 

2. Hospital Points— Nobles earning these points qualify for the distinguished hospital pin 

It is imperative that each Noble understand these two point programs are not interchangeable. 

All Fundraising monies, including Shriners Childrens money must be turned into the Temple to receive credit for 

points.   Points must be turned to the Temple within 30 days of receiving the points.  After 30 days you must 

Medal of Honor Points 
• 2,000 points for the purchase of a Lifetime Membership in Omar Temple 

• 1,000 points for the 1st line signers of petitions (upon initiation).   Sponsoring Noble must attend candidate 

during the registration and initiation process for these points to be awarded. 

• 500 Points for second line signer upon initiation for same ceremonial 

• 500 Points for second line signer for restoration 

• 100 Points for top line signer for Affiliation Petition (upon completion) 

• 100 Points for second line signer for Affiliation Petition (upon completion) 

• 100 Points for participation in Temple Parades 

• 100 Points for each day worked on any temple project where all proceeds are for Shiners and the Temple 

• 50 Points for meritorious service to the Temple (Awarded at the discretion of the Potentate) 

• 50 Points for purchase of Permanent Contributing Membership 

• 1 point per dollar for joining the Million Dollar Club 

Funds raised for the Temple are at the discretion of the Potentate 

1,250 Points  Gold Chain and Basic Medal  12,550 Points  Emeralds (2) 

1,750 Points  Red Bar    25,000 Points  Purple Bar 

2,000 Points  Yellow Bar    30,000 Points  Diamond 

2,250 Points  Green Bar    50,000 Points  Blue Blazer 

7,550 Points  Rubies (2)    100,000 Points  Medal of Honor Fez 

 

The Medal of Honor Fez is a very prestigious and coveted award that is awarded to a deserving Noble in honor 

of the work he has done for the Temple.   However, you must realize that the supplier takes 14-16 weeks from 

the time the order is placed to produce the Medal of Honor Fez.  While we certainly understand that you want 

the Fez to wear as soon as possible and to have it presented in front of your friends, we must curtail the confu-

sion of borrowing fezzes just to satisfy egos.  Med of Honor Fez Recipients will be notified when the fez arrives 

and then we can make arrangements for the presentation 

16 



 

 

Hospital Points 
• 600 Points per day for transporting children to the Shriners Childrens Ohio 

• 500 Points per day for transporting children to the Shriners Childrens Greenville 

• 500 Points for your first visit to any Shriners Childrens Facility with proof of visit 

• 250 Points for each pint of blood donated or caused to be donated for the benefit of Shriners Shriners Chil-

drens, Ohio or Greenville 

• 1 point per dollar for memorials sent to the Temple 

• 1 point per dollar for any monies donated to Shriners Childrens 

All points will apply to the Hospital pin award.     A club/unit member must have his points authenticated by 

the President/Director or Secretary.   Points and money must be sent to the Recorder for credit.  If you are not 

a member of a unit or club you must turn in your money to the Recorder’s Office for point credit. 

Again, Shriners Childrens points will be awarded separately under the hospital point program.   They do not 

apply to the medal of honor point program 

• 

• 
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• 
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Omar Shriners Website   www.omarshriners.org 

Shriners International Website  www.shrinersinternational.org 

Shriners Childrens Website  https://shrinerschildrens.org 

SASA Website    www.southatlanticshrineSA.org 

Omar Shriners Facebook   Omar Shrine 

SASA Facebook    The South Atlantic Shrine Association 
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2023 PARADE JUDGING CATEGORIES 

CHARACTER UNITS FLOATS 2 WHEEL UNITS 

1.  Pirates 1.  Berkeley Shrine Club 1.  Pedalers 

2.  Hillbillies 2.  Beachcombers 2.  Harley Brigade 

3.  Revenoors 3.  Chefs 3.  Harley Riders 

4.  Volunteers 4.  Dorchester Shrine Club  

5.  River Rats 5.  Jahab Shrine Cllub SERVICE UNITS 

6.  Moonshiners  1.  Provost Guard 

7. Bootleggers  2.  Directors’ Staff 

8.  Outhouse 2  3.  Jolly Jeepsters 

9.  Outhouse 3  4.  Safety Patrol 

COSTUME UNITS WHEELED MOTORIZED 

DIVISION A 

5.  Divan 

1.  Jazz Morticians 1.  Jets  

2.  Goofy Golfers 2.  Prowlers  

3.  Jailbirds 3.  Vetts  

4.  Ranglers 4.  Indy Racers  

5.  Cowboys   

6.  Fez Head WHEELED MOTORIZED 

DIVISION B 

MARCHING UNITS 

 1.  Daredevils 1.  Oriental Band 

CLOWNS 2.  Kool Katz 2.  Oriental Band 

1.  Clowns 3.  Drifters 3.  VIP Escort 

2.  Jokers 4.  Renegades  

   

 SHRINE CLUBS  

 1.  Santee Shrine Club  

 2.  Myrtle Beach Shrine Club  

 3.  Pee Dee Shrine Club  

 4. G & W Shrine Club 

5. El Bab Shrine Club 
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